Serbia revolts against federal presidency 

BELGRADE (AP) — Serbia’s hardline Communist leader declared 
Saturday that he no longer recognised (he authority of the federal 
presidency, and said he was mobilising the republic’s security Force to 
combat internal unrest. Slobodan Milosevic's brief statement on Yugoslav 
television followed the refusal earlier in the week of the eight-man federal 
presidency to declare a state of emergency throughout the country. 
•‘Under the existing conditions, the republic does not recognise the 
legitimacy of the federal presidency." the Tanjug news agency quoted Mr. 
Milosevic as saying. Mr. Milosevic also said he was ordering a mobilisa- 
tion of police reservists in his republic. Yugoslavia’s largest, against unrest 
among ethnic Albanians in the Kosovo province and Muslims in Saadzak. 
But there were no reports of any trouble in either area, (see page 8). 
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Baker to make specific proposals 

ANKARA (R) — U.S. Secretary of State James Baker said Saturday he 
would soon make specific proposals to lest (he commitment ol all sides to 
peace in the Middle East. He spoke to reporters on a flight from Moscow 
_to Ankara, (see story below) "I have gotten the distinct impression that the 
parlies to the conflict really want true reconciliation and really want to 
take an active efforts for peace." he said. "Whether that sense and 
impression sums out to be correct, we’ll have to wait and see as we test it." 
Mr. Baker gave no details but said he would advance specific ideas and 
proposals “to see whether or not stereotypes can be broken, old rigid and 
inflexible positions cjn be adjusted and compromised, because uiihoui 
that there won’t be peace." Mr. Baker visited Saudi Arabia. Kuwait. 
Egvpt. Israel and Syria seeking broad endorsement ol a lour -poult 
framework for peace had stability. It aims to establish new securuv 
arrangements, promote economic cooperation, halt (he spread of arms 
and resolve (he Arab-lsraeli conflict. 
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Ramadan 
begins today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Sun- 
day begins the holy month of 
Ramadan. A statement by Chief 
Islamic Justice Mohammad 
Mheilan said that Sunday, March 
17, marks the first day of the holy 
month of Ramadan during which 
day fasting will observed. Am- 
man Governor Jawdai Esbonl 
last week issued a statement 
i ordering all night clubs, liquour 
* stores as well as restaurants to 
remain closed during day hours. 
A government communique was 
issued fixing office hours in gov- 
ernment departments from 9:30 
a.m. until 2 p.ra.. Saudi Arabia 
and Libya also said they would 
observe Ramadan from Sunday. 

Iraq bans alcohol 
during Ramadan 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq Satur- 
day banned the sale of alcohol 
during Ramadan, and said mea- 
sures would be taken against 
offenders. Baghdad Radio said 
the presidential office also issued 
orders banning eating, drinking 
and smoking in public from sun- 
rise to sunset. “The responsible 
departments must take the neces- 
sary measures against violators," 
the presidential order said. It said 
nightclubs, shops selling alcohol 
and hotel bars would be closed. 
•» Special licences would be given to 
tourist restaurants on main roads 
and to first-dass hotels in towns. 
Iraq has issued such instructions 
during Ramadan in previous 
years. 

OIC summit in 
Dakar in December 

JEDDAH (AP) — The sixth 
Islamic summit will be held next 
December in Dakar. Senegai. the 
secretary-general of the Orga- 
nisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC), Hamid M Gabid, said 
Saturday. He told the Associated 
Press that an exact date was not 
fixed but said Senegalese Presi- 
dent Abdo Dioud proposed that 
the summit be held in the first 
half of December. The 45- 
member OIC is the political 
umbrella for the world’s esti- 
mated one billion Muslims. Its 
headquarters are in Jeddah. The 
sixth summit was originally sche- 
. duled for last January but was 
' postponed because of the Gulf 
crisis. The OIC summits are con- 
vened once eveiy three years. 
Kuwait hosted the fifth summit in 
January 1987. 

Ireland urges Israel 
to leave Lebanon 

BEIRUT (AP) — Irish Defence 
Minister Brendan Daly, here to 
visit his nation's soldiers serving 
as U.N. peace keepers m South 
Lebanon, renewed Ireland's 
backing for Israel to withdraw 
from the. embattled region. Be- 
fore his tour in the south, Mr. 
Daly held talks with President 
Elias Hrawi in west Beirut focus- 
ing on the need to implement 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 425. which calls for Israel to 
withdraw its troops from Sooth 
f] t Lebanon. Mr. Daly told reporters 
that Ireland "supports imple- 
mentation of U.S. Security Coun- 
cil Resolution 425," but gave no 
details on the Irish position. 


Egyptian troops to 
return home soon 

CAIRO (R) — President Hosni 
Mubarak said Saturday a first 
contingent of Egyptian troops 
that took part in' the Gulf war 
would return home in a few days. 
“The first group of the sons of 
our armed forces who took pan 
in liberating Kuwait will return to 
Egypt in the next few days,” the 
national news agency MENA 
II quoted him as telling university 
students in the Nile Delta town of 
Zagazig. 

Panama asks U.S. 
to return Noriega 

PANAMA CITY (R) — Panama 
has asked the United .States to 
extradite former strongman 
General Manuel Noriega after he 
is tried in Miami, a Panamaian 
official said Friday. Julio Berrios, 
legal adviser to Panama’s Foreign 
Ministry, told Reuters authorities 
ent a formal request in January 
jut had not yet received an 
answer. Mr. Noriega was ousted 
in a U.S- invasion in December 
19S9 and is in jail in Miami 
awaiting trial on drug-trafficking 
and racketeering charges. 


Saddam says southern revolt 
crushed, promises democracy 


IRAQI PRESIDENT Saddam 
Hussein said Saturday his govern- 
ment had crushed a rebellion in 
the south. He also promised ma- 
jor political reforms — including 
a new cabinet, parliament and 
constitution and multi-party 
democracy. 

In his first nationally televised 
address since the Gulf war. Presi- 
dent Saddam also said his govern- 
ment would soon defeat Kurdish 
rebels in the north. 

"With God’s help, we have 
wiped out the sedition in the 
southern cities, and we are cap- 
able with the help of the people... 
to uproot the remnants of treason 
and sabotage." he said. 

Rebel sources outside Iraq 
maintained fierce fighting was 
continuing. 

President Saddam accused the 
rebels of trying to divide the 
country into religions and sects. 

"Does democracy mean that 
our country should be turned into 


a group of factions like Lebanon? 
Iraq will never be a new Leba- 
non,” he said. 

Reports of refugees cited by 
Iran’s official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) indicated 
that the southern Shiite rebellion 
was continuing. 

Without mentioning it by 
name. President Saddam accused 
Iren of encouraging the rebellion. 
Tehran has long sheltered dissi- 
dent Iraqi Shiite groups, but has 
denied any part in the insurrec- 
tion. 

"I feel bitter that some of our 
neighbours with whom we have 
been trying to establish peace 
have made their territory a 
springboard for treachery against 
Iraq," said President Saddam, a 
reference to Iraq's 1980-88 war 
with Iran. 

The liberalisation moves are an 
apparent attempt to quell the 
twin rebellions rocking Iraq in the 
turmoil that followed die Gulf 


war. 

President Saddam referred to 
the rebels as “stooges and agents 
of foreign enemies.” and said the 
Kurds were fighting to serve their 
own interests and those of Israel. 

He said his country was faced 
with rebellion while it was still 
"bleeding from the consequences 
of the vicious aggression commit- 
ted by 30 countries,” referring to 
the U.S.-led allied forces in 
Kuwait. 

President Saddam said that the 
Iraqi government would move 
into a "new political era" and 
added that a new constitution will 
be offered for discussion and 
debate before it is endorsed in a 
genera] referendum. A new par- 
liament would be elected, he 
added. 

"Iraqis will find in this a new 
era more liberty to express their 
wills and their interests through 
political parties, societies, and 
press. 


"This is a decisive and irrev- 
ersible decision," he said. 

The concept of political plural- 
ism is foreign to modern Iraqi 
political life, with the only legal 
party the ruling Baath Arab 
Socialist Party. 

President Saddam said that a 
new cabinet will be formed to 
carry out national reconstruction 
and to provide basic services to 
the populace. 

Arab diplomats, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said the 
cabinet would be opened to tech- 
nocrats and others not belonging 
to the ruling Baath Party. 

Speaking on Baghdad Televi- 
sion, President Saddam offered 
no compromise to the rebels. 

But he told Iraqis that "in spite 
of all the difficulties" it was time 
to press ahead with democratic 
reforms delayed by the Gulf cri- 
sis. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Bush, Major want Iraq’s 
chemical arms destroyed 


HAMILTON, Bermuda (Agen- 
cies) — U.S. President George 
Bush and British Prime Minister 
John Major Saturday called for 
the destruction of Iraq's chemical 
weapons arsenal as part of the 
conditions for a permanent cease- 
fire in the Gulf. 

Iraqi President- Saddam Hus- 
sein's “credibility is zilch, zero, 
zed” Mr. Bush said after private 
talks with Mr. Major on post-war 
Gulf policy. 

Mr. Major said Iraq would 
have to take several steps before 
international economic sanctions 
are lifted. For example, he said., 
Iraq must destroy its chemical 
weapons under international su- 
pervision and it must clearly 


assert Kuwait's sovereignty. 

Mr. Bush said conditions of a 
permanent ceasefire included an 
end to flights of Iraqi aircraft that 
the United States claims are 
being used to quell anti- 
government revolt. 

The U-S. president reacted 
sceptically to President Saddam’s 
promises of democratic reforms. 
"If he’s proclaiming Iraq will be a 
democratic nation, fine ... the 
proof of that pudding is in the 
eating,” he said. 

Mr. Major said Iraq also must 
release all detained people it is 
holding and set aside part of its 
oil revenues to pay war repara- 
tions. 

Mr. Bush said a peacekeeping 


force may be required to main- 
tain security in the Gulf, perhaps 
under the United Nations author- 
ity and with participation of Arab 
troops. 

Mr. Bush's two-and-a-half- 
hour meeting with Mr. Major on 
this rainswept Atlantic island vas 
the thiTd in a series of post-war 
consultations the president . js 
holding with allied leaders. He 
saw French President Francois 
Mitterrand on Friday and Cana- 
dian Prime Minister Brian Mul- 
roney Thursday. 

Mr. Bush said the United 
States and its allies have not 
settled on an approach to a last- 
ing peace in the Middle East. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Kremlin presents Gulf plan 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
Kremlin moved Saturday to di- 
lute U.S. influence in the post- 
war Gulf, proposing a six-point 
plan that warns against forming 
"isolated blocs" and calls for 
foreign military units to leave. 

The plan, presented to U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
during three days of talks with 
Soviet officials in Moscow, also 
calls fOT U.N. peacekeeping 
forces, possibly with units from 
Arab states, to be stationed in the 
area. 

Soviet Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Vitaly Churkin, who 
released the plan to reporters, 
said Mr. Baker was generally 
positive about it but stressed that 
his reaction was only preliminary. 

The plan, aimed at allaying the 
concerns of Soviet military hard- 
liners about possible U.S. domi- 
nance, in the Middle East, warns 


against forming "isolated blocs 
which would be closed to other 
countries and thus creating new 
antagonisms while fuelling the 
old ones." 

The document also suggests 
making the Middle East a 
nuclear-free zone and returning 
foreign military presence to levels 
that existed before Aug. 1 . 1990. 
Iraq invaded Kuwait the follow- 
ing day. prompting a massive 
U.S.-led multi-national effort to 
reverse the occupation. 

The new Kremlin peace bluep- 
rint also calls for international 
economic cooperation in post- 
war reconstruction and use of the 
U.N. Military Staff Committee in 
crises. Finally, it proposes a new 
drive to settle the Arab-lsraeli 
conflict to help reduce tensions in 
the Gulf. 

Soviet Foreign Minister Alex- 
ander Bessmertnykh cautioned 


the United States Friday against 
any use of force to topple Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein from 
power. 

Mr. Baker issued his own 
warning to Baghdad, telling the 
government it would violate the 
Gulf war ceasefire if it used fixed- 
wing aircraft against rebels in 
Iraq. 

The two ministers spoke with 
reporters afteT a four-houT meet- 
ing with Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev that failed to resolve 
an impasse over two arms control 
treaties or set a date for a U.S.- 
Soviet summit postponed from 
last month. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh said the two 
sides had similar views on the 
approach to peacemaking follow- 
ing the Gulf war. 

Asked how Moscow would 

(Continued on page 5) 


Baker’s talks in Moscow 
fail to push arm accords 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
left Moscow Saturday after hold- 
ing talks which failed to bridge 
superpower differences on arms 
accords. 

The outstanding differencs be- 
tween Moscow and Washington, 
which focus on conventional 
weaponry, could cast doubt over 
the rescheduling of February’s 
postponed superpower -summit. 

During two days of talks, Mos- 
cow presented informal ideas on 
the future of the Gulf, based on 
reducing arms exports to the re- 
gion and ensuring broad contacts 
with all states affected. 

But the U.S. side did little 
more than listen politely and pre- 
sent ideas of its own. 

Mr. Baker said new aims prop- 
osals discussed at an unscheduled 
30-minute session with Soviet 
Foreign Minister Alexander 
Bessmertnykh Saturday failed to 
iron out differences. 

“Unfortunately these propos- 
als have not solved the problem,” 


he told journalists before meeting 
former Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze. 

Soviet Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Vitaly Churkin ack- 
nowledged that the differences 
had prevented agreement on 
what the United States says are 
Soviet violations of last Novem- 
ber’s agreement on conventional 
forces in Europe. 

Mr. Baker later arrivd in Tur- 
key for talks with President Tur- 
gut Qzal, touching down hours 
after leftisis claimed responsibil- 
ity for a series of bombs explo- 
sions at buildings with U.S. links. 

Mr. Baker was making a three- 
hour stop to brief Mr. Ozai that 
the Bush administration supports 
the territorial integrity of Iraq, 
which shares a long border with 
Turkey. 

Mr. Ozai is concerned about 
the chaos in Iraq following the 
allied success m forcing it to 
withdraw from Kuwait, worried it 
could cause further instability to 
the region. 


The explosions Saturday were 
part of a series of assaults linked 
to the Gulf crisis. 

The explosions occurred in 
Ankara, Istanbul and Adana be- 
tween 0700-0730 (0500-0530 
GMT), officials said. The extent 
of the damage and the type of 
explosive devices used were not 
immediately known. 

Seven offices in Istanbul were 
hit by the blasts. They included 
the U.S.-based Bank of Boston, a 
U.S. cargo firm, a Pepsi-Cola 
office, a U.S. -Turkish insurance 
company, a U.S. publishing 
office, a Coca-Cola plant and a 
company that sells U.S. cars and 
trucks. 

Bombs also exploded at the 
Turkish-U.S. Cultural Centre 
and at a U.S. insurance company 
in Adana, shattering windows 
and causing other damage, offi- 
cials said. Meta Altan, the chief 
of district police, announced that 
handmade explosives were used 

(Continued on page 3) 


Curfew in 
Jerusalem 

OCCUPIED,' JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli authorities 
imposed a curfew on a neighbour- 
hood in Arab Jerusalem Saturday 
for the third time since the end of 
the Gulf war. army radio said. 

The authorities imposed the 
curfew before dawn on Sawahreh 
after Palestinians clashed with 
Israli forces who entered the area 
to search for suspects who threw 
a petrol bomb into the adjoining 
neighbourhood of East Talpiot. 
the" radio said. 

No one was injured in the 
clashes. 

Angry Sawahreh residents con- 
fronted the Israeli forces which 
fired tear-gas to disperse them, 
police said. They said 25 people 
were detained in connection with 
the incident. 

Israel placed the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip under 
a month-ong 24-hour curfew 
when the Gulf war broke out on 
Jan. 17. A night curfew and 
restriction on movement between 
cities in the occupied territories is 
still in effect. 

Since Gulf war fighting was 
halted on Feb. 28. one other 
village and a refugee camp in 
Arab Jerusalem have been placed 
under curfew for several days 
following clashes with police. 

East Talpiot is one of a ring of 
Jewish neighbourhoods built in 
Jerusalem just over the pre-1967 
green line. 

Troops shot and wounded 
three Palestinians during clashes 
at Jenin in the West Bank on 
Saturday morning. Palestinian 
sources said. The army imposed a 
curfew on the town’s market 
afterwards. 

Curfews continued for a third 
day in the villages of Qabatiya 
and Yaaband. they said. 

In the Gaza Strip, a 50-dav- 
long -curfew continued to be im- 
posed on Palestine Square in the 
heart of Gaza City. Palestinians 
said. 

Israeli authorities have in- 
formed the directors of education 
and instruction in the West Bank 
of their decision to close govern- 
ment. private and United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA) schools on March 30 and 
31 in anticipation of escalated 
protests to mark Land Day. 

Latin Patriarch Michel Sabbah 
issued a statement in Rome 
Thursday, accusing Israel of de- 
secrating the holy places. 

The statement was issued after 
a group of Christian and Muslim 
Palestinians he is leading met 
with the Pope to present him with 
a "call for peace in the Middle 
East." The delegation is being 
hosted by Communione Ltber- 
azione. a theologically conserva- 
tive Catholic organisation. 

During the meeting, the Pope 
told his visitors that he would like 
to visit the Holy Land' 

In a statement issued following 
the meeting. Patriarch Sabbah 
said: “The holy places have been 
desecrated by the Israeli occupa- 
tion authorities." He also said 
that Israel had violated religious 
freedom and called for interna- 
tional protection of the Palesti- 
nians against the Israeli occupa- 
tion forces. 


Peace, stability need all-embracing 
approach, Jordan tells Prague forum 


ANY REALISTIC move towards 
comprehensive peace and stabil- 
ity in the Middle East needs a 
broad framework involving poli- 
tical, economic, demographic, 
geographic and military aspects 
of the region. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan said Satur- 
day. 

In a recorded address delivered 
to an international symposium in 
Prague entitled "Looking beyond 
the Gulf war: A conference on 
security and cooperation in the 
Middle East." the Crown Prince 
outlined the major elements and 
approach that Jordan believes 
should be addressed in this con- 
text. 

Following is the full text of the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Crown Prince leaves on 
visits to Europe, U.S. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ills Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san and Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sa rv.it h left Saturday- 
on working visits to the United 
Kingdom. Canada and the Un- 
ited Slates to discuss regional 
development and the post-war 
situation in the Middle East 
and the Gulf region . 

The Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, said that the Crown 
Prince would first visit Oxford 
University, in Eneiand. to de- 


liver a lecture on the adverse 
consequences of the Gull crisis 
on Jordan's social and econo- 
mic life. 

Accompanied by His Majes- 
ty King Hussein's Political 
Advisor AJnjn Abu Odell. 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
Princess Survulh will later pav 
private visit to Ottw.i and Sun 
Francisco where the Crown 
Prince will address a Conte r- 

( Continued on page 5) 


Royal Decree recesses House session 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Royal De- 
cree was issued Saturday ending 
the current session of the Lower 
House of Parliament effective 
March 17. 1991. in accordance 
with Article 78 of the Jordanian 
Constitution. 

According to the Constitution, 
the next ordinary session is due in 
October. However, another 


Royal Decree could convene Par- 
liament in an extraordinary ses- 
sion to discuss specified issues. 

The Rovai Decree was read out 
in Parliament, which Saturday 
held its last meeting in the current 
ordinary session. 

During the session, replies by 
the government to deputies' 


queries were read out and the 
House heard reports b> Us com- 
mittees on their work in (lie 
ordinary session. 

In its ordinary session, which 
started in October, (he Lower 
House held 33 sessions and tack- 
led a number of issues hut domin- 
ated by the Gulf crisis and the 
subsequent wav. 


Credible balance of payments 
remains CB J priority — Nabulsi 


By Samir Shaft q 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The balance of pay- 
ments was and will continue to be 
the most and main concern for 
the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ). the bank’s governor told a 
meeting of businessmen Satur- 
day. 

The CBJ governor. Dr. 
Mohammad Sai’d A! Nabulsi. 
said that since 1983 the Kingdom 
has suffered from a deep reces- 
sion. achieved no growth and. 
actually, in some years it re- 
corded negative growth in con- 
trast to the unprecedented "gol- 
den” years of the seventies. 

Dr. Nabulsi reviewed briefly 
the period after 19S5 when the 
country suffered a series of eco- 
nomic and financial turbulances 
which. later, forced the CBJ to 
intervene and adopt "surgical" 
measures to correct a serious 
monetary "disaster." 

The political and economical 
climate in the region also was 
changing very fast culminating in 
the Gulf crisis, whose effects. Dr. 
Nabulsi described as uncompara- 
ble in its severitv on all business 



Mohammad Sneed AJ Nabulsi 

sectors of Jordan. 

As such, the governor said, 
patience and wisdom were mostly 
needed during the current phase. 

Summarising the dilemma be- 
tween government policies, bank- 
ing requirements and demands of 
businesses. Dr. Nabulsi said (hat 
the thorny issue at stake now was 
how to equate between the 
national duty of achieving 
growth, controlling inflation and 


defending the balance of pay- 
ments of the country on one hand 
and satisfying business needs for 
increased cheap banking credits 
and maintaining adequate re- 
sources of credit on the other. 

After outlining the govern- 
ment's monetary target. Dr. 
Nabulsi addressed the following 
five points raised by Mr. Moham- 
mad Asfour. board chairman of 
the Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

— Cash margin required for 
opening letters of credit (LCsi. 

— Limit on overdrafts or adv- 
ances under current account. 

— Export L/C s. 

— Cheques drawn on foreign 
banks. 

— Flexibility by banks due to 
current adverse economic situa- 
tion. 

The CBJ governor said that the 
cash margin for L/C* had been 
lowered several times and it 
would be lowered more in rhe 
future if The Kingdom's monetary 
situation continues to improve 
further. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Levy says joint peace 
talks with Arabs possible 


FRANKFURT. Germany 
(Agencies) — Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy was quoted 
as saying Saturday that his coun- 
try was ready to hold talks with a 
group of Arab states, or one at a 
time, to help solve the Middle 
East crisis. 

In an interview with leftist 
Frankfurter Rundschau newspap- 
er. Mr. Levy was also quoted as 
saying that Israel would only talk 
with elected Palestinian repre- 
sentatives. hut not with the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLOT. 

In the interview, conducted in 
Bonn during Mr. Levy's March 

11-15 visit to Germany, the fore- 
ign minister commented on U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker's 
remarks after talks last week with 
Middle East leaders. 

Following those talks, includ- 
ing with President Hufez A1 
Assad of Syria. Mr. Baker said he 
>>aw possibilities towards peace in 
ihe Middle East. 

"I hope that he (Mr. Baker) 
has grounds for such a declara- 
tion." Mr. Levy responded. 

Mr. Levy said that Mr. Baker 
had informed him of his talks 
"and insured me that for the first 
lime he could speak about an 
agreement with Israel without 
provoking an anti-Israeli reac- 
tion." 

Mr. Levy also told the news- 
paper that Mr. Baker's talks with 
the Arab leaders were concretely 
aimed at starting up peace talks 
with Israel. 

Mr. Levy was quoted as saying 


that the United States and other 
Western countries want to insure 
that the Gull war "is the last one 
in the Middle East." 

"Baker told me he is optimis- 
tic." Mr. Levy was quoted as 
saying. 

Mr. Levy described two prob- 
lems that he said must ho solved 
on a parallel basis in the Middle 
East crisis. 

"One is 'he direct bilateral 
talks between Israel and the Arab 
states, and the other the problem 
of talks with elected representa- 
tives of the Palestinians front {the 
West Bank), and the Gaza." Mr. 
Levy was quoted as saying. 

Mr. Levy told the newspaper 
that he was against so called 
eight-plus-one talks that 
appeared to pit a group of Arab 
States against Israel. 

"It would he very dangerous 
when the regional defence 
alliance of the eight Arab states 
led to a constellation ol eight 
against Israel. Therefore a possi- 
bility must he found fur Israel to 
he included." Mr. Levy quoted ax 
saying. 

Mr. Levy said that Baker's 
efforts were aimed at "estab- 
lishing trust to develop an 
alliance (hat Israel can join." 

Asked if (he United Sttntcs and 
rhe Soviets might be a pan of 
such an alliance. Mr. Levy said he 
had not discussed that point with 
Mr. Baker. 

"We talked about direct nego- 
tiations between Israel and the 

(Continued on page 5 ) 


No more 
odds and 


evens 

AMMAN {J.T.) — The gov- 
ernment has scrapped a law 
introduced on Feb. 5 allowing 
private cars to run only on 
alternate days and said that all 
cars regardless of the numbers 
on their licence plates eun run 
as of Sunday March 17. 

The statement said that on 
the occasion of the start of the 
Holy Month of Ramadan, and 
depending on the Jordanian 
citizens' awareness of the need 
to reduce fuel consumption the 
government decided to cancel 
its regulations introduced last 
month. It said that it is hoped 
that the motorists will adopt 
measures of their own to re- 
duce fuel consumption as much 
as possihle and (o use their cars 
only when it is necessary. 

The statement was issued at 
the end of a cabinet session 
chaired by Prime Minister 
M udar Bad ran. who two weeks 
ago issued the order, which, 
however, allowed all cars to 
run on Fridays. 

The measure was originally 
introduced in the w ake of dam- 
ages to Iraqi facilities by allied 
bombing and attacks on oil 
tanker trucks bringing in crude 
oil from Iraq to Jordan and to 
cut down on fuel spending. 

The government last 
'Wednesday scrapped regula- 
tions introduced last October 
(Continued on page 5) 
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U.N. chief calls for aid 
for 7.7 million Sudanese 


UNITED NATIONS lAiwncitfs) 

— A drought is endangering 7.7 
niHlion Sudanese, and Secrcniry- 
Cicneial J.nicr Pcre<! dc Cuellar 
i«. appealing to I he world com- 
munih u> send 1.3 million ton* of 

food 

L p to .1 million Sudanese could 
die Horn malnutrition disease or 
s[«ii\ iiiii'ii if the campaign is nor 

‘oiiCk.'cssful. L'.N. officials say. 

Tiu* eosi of the ft Hid. and its 
shmmeni b> treighiers. disirihu- 
fion in Sudan, storage and hand- 
ling will cost about Snoil million, 
said L' N spt'Vcsm.in Francois 
(.•it: it a tit. 

Sudan also needs about $30 
million in non -loud aid to cover 
health needs, nutrition, water 
supply and sanitation, and shel- 
ter. which will require additional 
logisiie expense of SJ7 million, lie 
sa:d 

The entire relief operation is 
estimated at about $717 million. 
Mr. Giuliani said. 

Sudan hjs been blighted by 
civil war. famine, drought and 

flood.'- for years. 

In |USN. about 25U.UH1 people 
died ot war- induced starvation 
jnd disease, prompting the U.N. 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) to 
head the multi-agency Operation 
Lifeline Sudan in 19S9-90. 

That campaign delivered over 
IQ0.U0U tons of food to southern 
Sudan to prevent starvation 
among lOO.Udt) people. 

The Sudan People's Liberation 
Army (SPLAi is fighting for 
autonomy for the three southern 
provinces, which are populated 
mainly by Christians and antm- 

IMs. 

The Islamic government of 
Sudan's military ruler Lieute- 
nant-General Omar Hussan Al 
Bashir, has attempted to impose 
Islamic law on the country. 

The Gulf war forced U.N. offi- 
cials to postpone the relief cam- 
paign for several weeks in Janu- 
ary because they feared the out- 
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break of anti-Uuited Nations un- 
rest in Sudan. 

The United States said that 
nine million Sudanese were at 
imminent risk of starvation and 
millions more in Ethiopia. Soma- 
lia. Angola and Liberia also faced 
famine. 

At a news conference orga- 
nised by the Agency for Interna- 
tional Development (AID), its 
assistant Africa administrator. 
Scott Spangler, said more than 
one million tons of food would be 
needed to avert mass starvation 
in Sudan. 

Displaying satellite photo- 
graphs to illustrate the area 
where crops had failed. Mr. 
Spangler said; **In Sudan, the 
situation is most serious ... and it 
can only worsen. We cannot 
assure that the needed food will 
get to all the needy in lime." 

There were already reports of 


people starving in the south of the 
country but the civil war made it 
difficult to get international aid 
workers into some of the areas of 
greatest need to assess the situa- 
tion. 

AH the countries mentioned 
are torn by civil war. Fighting in 
Ethiopia was getting worse while 
Liberia and Somalia had been 
devastated by internal strife. 

U.S. officials said the recent 
upsurge of fighting in Ethiopia 
had disrupted aid efforts and 
some 750.000 tonnes of food were 
needed to feed up to six million 
people at risk of starvation. 

In addition, almost two million 
people were at risk in Angola and 
1.85 million in Liberia. In Soma- 
lia. the situation was so confused 
that it was difficult either to 
assess the needs or get help to 
those in need, officials said. 


Big five begin talks on new U.N, 
resolution ending Gulf war 


UNITED NATIONS (R) - The 
five permanent members of the 
L'.N. Security Council have be- 
gun negotiations on a resolution 
setting out terms for a permanent 
ceasefire, including a token U.N. 
peacekeeping force on Iraq's bor- 
der with Kuwait. 

Diplomats at the talks, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, 
disclosed that a draft resolution 
was expected to be draw up by 
the United States next week after 
President George Bush and 
Secretary of States James Baker 
complete talks with allied leaders 
and the Soviet Union. 

VS.. British and French en- 
voys. however, cautioned that 
anv final revolution would prob- 
ably Mill raise the spectre of a 
resumption of force by allied 
troops jf Iraq did not fulfill its 
obligations. 

The Security Council on March 
2 adopted Resolution 6K6, put- 
ore .« U.N. seal of approval on 
allied conditions for a temporary 
ceasefire in the Gulf war. Thq 

new resolution is to add several 
more conditions and spell out 
some of the earlier demands. 

A majoT problem, diplomats 
said, was the return of Kuwaitis 
abducted by Iraqi forces, which 
Kuwait insists number over 
.\\iXSP. 

Allies are considering giving a 
central role to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) of arbitrating between 
the Kuwaiti and Iraqi versions of 
the numbers of dead and cap- 
tured before any permanent ceas- 
efire is honoured. 

Cither main elements expected 
in the resolution are; 

— A token U.N. peacekeeping 
force of about 250 military obser- 
ver? rather than a more substan- 
tial group as first suggested 
among allies. Kuwait wants the 
L’.N. group ip clearly demarcate 


its border with Iraq. 

— Conditions under which 
allied forces would withdraw 
from Iraq and Kuwait. 

— The partial lifting of econo- 
mic sanctions. Britain is insisting 
on a ban on chemical and biolo- 
gical weapons. Sources said Chi- 
na had raised some tentative 
objections to the scope of the 
British proposal. 

— A mechanism under which 
Iraq is forced to return immediately 
Kuwaiti government property, 
such as gold, currency, aircraft, 
museum pieces and documents. 

— Another mechanism fo: 
dealing with war damages or re- 
parations, such as an internation- 
al tribunal with binding arbitra- 
tion. Diplomats said this might be 
tied to the lifting of most econo- 
mic sanctions as Iraq would have 
to sell oil again to raise revenues. 

— A removal of the Baghdad 
government’s right to sue foreign 
companies unable to fulfill their 
contracts with Iraq because of the 
U.N. trade embargo imposed last 
August. 

Dropped from serious consid- 
eration are earlier suggestions of 
a war crimes tribunal, which one 
envoy said was impractical for the 
council fo consider. 

The resolution is also expected 
to include a passage warning Iraq 
not to engage in "terrorism." But 
one senior envoy said it would 
not be a major point in the text. 

The draft is not expected to be 
circulated to all 15 council mem- 
bers until late next week, after 
broad agreement from the five — 
the United States, the Soviet Un- 
ion,- Britain. France and China. 

Iraqi U.N. Representative 
Abdul Al Anbari said Friday the 
United Nations should name an 
authority to draw up a list of 
property alleged to have been 
looted from Kuwait. 

"We believe that the best way 
is for the Security Council and the 


secretary general to designate an 
authority or a person and they 
will make a list and register what- 
ever Iraqis have.” '. " 

“After all. so many things are 
not accountable by either side, 
either by the Iraqis or the 
Kuwaitis," he told reporters after 
a meeting with Security Council 
President Peter Hohenfellner of 
Austria. 

Kuwaiti U.-N. Ambassador 
Mohammad Abulhasan told re- 
porters Wednesday that public 
and government property 
allegedly destroyed or looted by 
Iraq during its seven-month 
occupation of the emirate could 
total between $70 billion and 
$100 billion. He said he was 
giving the council lists of items. 

Mr. Anbari said the council 
president had raised this issue 
with him “in an informal way." 

"We have told the president of 
the Security Council the type of 
things that we have in our posses- 
sion and we are ready to deliver 
them to anyone designated by the 
Security Council or by the secret- 
ary general." 

But alluding to possible differ- 
ences between Kuwaiti and Iraqi 
accounts. Mr. Anbari said: "We 
don't expect things to move in a 
very* cordial and smooth way. ft's 
understandable. There are feel- 
ings now of bitterness on both 
sides and w-e feel that there are 
problems that could last perhaps 
for years in order to be settled on 
both sides.” 

He said he also told the council 
president that Iraq had extended 
all facilities to the ICRC regard- 
ing Kuwaiti detainees, some 
3.500 of whom had so far been 
registered. 

But Kuwait was apparently un- 
willing to receive them until their 
nationality had been verified and 
they remained “stranded in the 
middle." he added- 


Baker asks Arab allies 
to end Israel boycott 


WASHINGTON fAP) — Secret- 
ary of State James Baker has 
asked Arab foreign ministers for 
an end to boycotts of companies 
that trade with Israel, as a good- 
will gesture to pave the way for 
peace talks, diplomatic sources 
said Friday. 

Mr. Baker, who just completed 
a swing through the Middle East, 
asked Israel to reciprocate by 
halting expulsions and other 
punitive measures against Palesti- 
nians from the occupied territor- 
ies, said the sources. 

In talks this week, Mr. Baker 
tried to build on Arab confidence 
and enhanced U.S. prestige en- 
gendered by the Gulf war to 
nudge Arabs and Israelis towards 
the negotiating table. 

At his meeting last Saturday in 
Saudi Arabia with eight foreign 
ministers . including those of 
Kuwait, Egypt and Syria, Mr. 
Baker asked that the 21-member 
Arab League stop blacklisting in- 
ternational companies trading 
with Israel. The Arab boycott is 
coordinated from offices in Syria 
which monitor the compliance of 
'companies around the world. 

The Ltaired States in 1976 ban- 
ned U.S. firms from adhering to 
the boycott, but many European 
and Japanese firms comply. 

Companies in Japan, relying 
heavily on oil from the Middle 
East, comply the most, the World 
Jewish Congress contended in a 
report Friday. Corporate giants 
such as Toyota, Nissan and 
Toshiba, encouraged by their 
government, are among the firms 
that refuse business with Israel, 
the report said. 

A group of 82 senators wrote 
the emir of Kuwait this week 
asking his government to lift the 
boycott and not to exclude Amer- 
ican firms doing business with 
Israel from reconstruction pro- 
jects in the oil-rich emirate. 

Such a step, wrote the senators 
led by Joseph Lieberman and 
Carl Levin, “would constitute an 
important gesture towards peace 
in the region and would eliminate 
u source of friction in the rela- 
tionship between our two coun- 
tries." 

Members of the House, led by 
Rep. Mel Levine, are addressing 
a similar letter to the ambassa- 
dors of Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Buker has been looking for 
ways to slowly build trust' be- 
tween Arabs and Israelis, divided 
for decades by bitterness and 
war. SO 'the Israelis' will-give' up' 


occupied territories and the 
Arabs will recognise Israels right 
to live in peace. 

"One obvious vehicle for creat- 
ing confidence building measures 
is lifting the boycott." said Jess 
Hordes. Washington representa- 
tive for the Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL). The ADL. along 
with other American Jewish orga- 
nisations. has been urging the 
administration to use its influence 
with the Arabs to that end. 

Mr. Hordes said the idea was 
' for the Arabs to stop blacklisting 
international firms as an interim 
measure. Once peace is reached, 
the Arabs would lift the boycott 
entirely allowing Arab nationals 
to trade with Israel. 

In u 22-page report, the World 
Jewish Congress (WJCl de- 
scribed Japan us “the country 
whose indiscriminate, govem- 
-ment-encouruged compliance 
with the Arab boycott surpasses 
that of any industrialised state." 

A spokesman for the Japanese 
embassy in Washington said that 
his country has never supported 
the Arab boycott of Israel and 
wants to see the boycott ended as 
quickly as possible. 

The WJC report said that many 
of Japan's major companies — 
including Toyota. Nissan. Mazda. 
Hitachi. Canon. Toshiba and 
Nippon Steel — refuse any busi- 
ness dealings with Israel, while 
others like Sony. Sanyo. Sharp 
and Matsushita (Panasonic) allow 
only direct business dealings. 

“When approached by poten- 
tial Israeli customers. Japanese 
companies often inform them 
openly that due' to the Arab 
boyCoit. they are unable to supp- 
ly the requested items." the re- 
port said. 

The Japanese embassy spokes- 
man said he could not comment 
on individual Japanese com- 
panies but added that trade be- 
tween Israel and Japan had tri- 
pled in the last five years. 

The WJC said the increase in 
trade was due to trading with 
smaller Japanese companies that 
do not do business with Arab 
states. About seven per cent of 
Israeli expons go to Japan, the 
bulk of it being cut diamonds. 

During the Gulf war. Japan cut 
off postal and banking links with 
the Gulf states. Jordan. Syria and 
Israel. In Israel, the action re- 
sulted in halted shipments, non- 
acceptance of letters of credit and 
even -cases of breaches of- con- 
tract;- the "AViC said. ■ ■' ? 


Helicopter crash in Iraq 
brings U.S. deaths to 324 


RIYADH (R1-AU.S. Black- 
hawk helicopter has crashed in 
Iraq, killing six servicemen, the 
U.S. military said Friday. 

Three other American service- 
men were reported killed on Fri- 
day. bringing to 324 total U.S. 
losses since Washington First sent 
forces to the Gulf after Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait last Aug. 2. 

U.S. central command said a 
soldier, assigned to the 34th sig- 
nal battalion, was found dead last 
Tuesday of a gunshot wound. A 
second soldier died on Tuesday 
when his five-tonne truck over- 
turned. It did not say where the 
incidents happened. 

An air force sergeant fell to his 
death at a Dubai hotel on 
Wednesday, it said. 

A U.S. military source said 
separately that reports of new- U.S. 
military movements in southern 
Iraq, two weeks after the Gulf 
war ended, were being “over- 
blown out of all proportion." 

Central command spokesman 
Brigadier-General Richard Neal 
told the Los Angeles Times that 
American troops, ordered to 
reoccupy former positions, were 
driving up to 50 kilometres deep- 
er into Iraq territory. 

The newspaper said the move 
appeared to be part of President 
George Bush's effort to increase 
pressure on Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein. 

A U.S. military official said 
what had happened was that 
some U.S. military commanders 
had wanted to reposition their 


forces closer to bases in southern 
Iraq. 

But he said allied commander- 
in-chief General Norman 
Schwarzkopf had opposed this 
and told the commanders to reoc- 
cupy their original positions. 

An International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) official in 
the Saudi capital confirmed a 
report from Baghdad that around 
500 Iraqi prisoners of war had 
been returned home on Friday. 

The official, who asked not to 
be named, said the ICRC had 
handed over 499 prisoners to the 
Iraqi authorities. 

About 800 of 60,000 Iraqi sol- 
diers captured by the allies during 
the six-week war have now been 
sent home from camps in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Central command said the 
wreck of a UH-6Gv Black hawk 
helicopter, missing since Tues- 
day, was found on Thursday in 
Iraq. “All six occupants aboard 
the aircraft were killed." It did 
not give a location but said the 
crash was an accident. 

It said the helicopter belonged 
to tbe 36th medical detachment, 
44th medical brigaded, but said 
the names of the dead would not 
be released until next of kin bad 
been informed. 

The spokesman said 324 U.S. 
servicemen had died since tbe 
United States and its allies began 
a huge military buildup in the 
Gulf region after the Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 


Ethiopia 
confirms 
halt in 
flow of 
Falashas 

ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) — 
The government said it has tem- 
porarily suspended the emigra- 
tion of Ethiopian Jews (Falashas) 
to Israel because of irregularities 
by Jewish aid agencies. 

lo a statement Friday, the fore- 
in affairs ministry said the 
emigration programme would be 
allowed to continue as soon as the 
problems are rectified. 

It neither specified the irregu- 
larities nor identified the Jewish 
agencies involved in the program- 
me. 

The statement noted the gov- 
ernment had authorised the prog- 
ramme on a case- by-case basis, 
requiring individual applications. 

“Gross and repeated irregular- 
ities were being committed in the 
process and the concerned au- 
thorities of the government had 
time and again requested that 
sudi irregularities be rectified, 
but the irregularities continued 
and increased to the point where 
it proved impossible to process 
applications." it said. 

The secretary of the Ethiopian 
Organisation in Israel. Rahamin 
Elazar, accused the government 
of President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam Wednesday of halting 
the programme to pressure Israel 
to supply it with military assist- 
ance in the face of renewed rebel 
activity in the north. 

The Ethiopian statement called 
that accusation “baseless, 
slanderous and contrary to the 
gesture of goodwill and huma- 
nitarian considerations that are 
the sole motive for the govern- 
ment’s agreement to the family 
reunification programme." 

The emigration of Ethiopian 
Jews began in 1981 in secrecy 
under the code name “Operation 
Moses." An estimated 15,000 
Ethiopian Jews were airlifted to 
Israel from the northwestern pro- 
vince of Gondar through Sudan. 

The operation was suspended 
after news of the operation was 
made public.. At that time, the 
Ethiopian government had no di- 
plomatic relations with Israel.. -. 

The'* two countries reestab-' 
lished diplomatic ties in Novem- 
ber 1989. but only about 3,500 
Falashas were allowed to emi- 
grate in 1990. 

Under pressure from the Un- 
ited States, the Ethiopian govern- 
ment agreed to the stepped-up 
reeunification programme and an 
estimated 2,000 a month have 
been leaving for Israel since the 
first of the year. 

Rebels say they killed 900 

Ethiopian rebels said they kil- 
led 900 government troops' and 
wounded 870 in fighting on the 
borders between the northern 
Tigrae and Eritrea provinces. 

The clandestine radio of the 
Eritrean People's Liberation 
Front (EPLF). monitored by the 
British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) late Friday, said govern- 
ment forces were routed when 
they tried to capture rhe rebel- 
held town of Adwa. 

The radio said tbe offensive 
was launched from an area about 
80 kilometres south of Asmara, 
the government-held Eritrean 
provincial capital. 

There was no government con- 
firmation of the report about the 
attack on Adwa, 140 kilometres 
south of Asmara. 

An estimated 120.000 govern- 
ment troops are defending 
Asmara, which is surrounded by 
EPLF forces. 

Fighting flared at tbe end of 
last month between the EPLF 
and government forces along the 
southern coast of Eritrea, soon 
after a round of peace talks be- 
tween both sides in Washington. 

The EPLF is fighting for the 
independence of Eritrea. 


Turkey reverses policies on 
Iraqi Kurds, holds out at home 


ANKARA ( AP) — The Turkish 
government’s announcement that 
it had met with Iraqi Kurdish 
insurgents marked a milestone for 
the Kurds, the world's largest 
ethnic minority without a home- 
land. 

But Turkey's about-face in 
policy does not necessarily indi- 
cate any major changes soon for 
the largest group of Kurds — 
those in Turkey itself. 

Turkey is home to more- than 
half the 25 million people in 
Kurdistan, an area that includes 
southeastern Turkey and parts of 
Iraq. Iran, Syria and the Soviet 
Union. Kurds from 20 per cent of 
Turkey’s population. 

The Foreign Ministry said 
Wednesday that Turkey invited 
the Iraqi Kurds to Ankara. The 
Kurds included Jalal Talabani. 
head of the Iraqi-Kurdish Front, 
the coalition battling the Iraqi 
army in northern Iraq, bordering 
Turkey. The rebels claimed to 
have captured several cities and 
were fighting for Kirkuk, a major 
oil centre. 

The ministry said Turkey held 
the meeting only to hear the 
rebels' plans, not to pledge sup- 
port. But for a country that has 
viewed Kurds as a major security 
threat for seven decades, the 
meeting was a significant step. 

“This incident is one of the 
most important decisions in Tur- 
kish political history.” wrote 
Sami Kohen. a senior columnist 
for the Istanbul daily Milliyet. on- 
Thursday. “It indicated an essen- 
tial policy change towards the 
Kurds and the Kurdish issue in 
the region." 

But Kurdish separatism still 
unnerves the government and the 
powerful army, since it aims at 
turning much of Turkey's south- 
east into a Kurdish state. 

In addition. Turkey has tradi- 
tionally viewed Kurdish separat- 
ists as pawns of foreign powers. 
Turkey has accused Syria of aid- 
ing Kurdish insurgents involved 
in a seven-year battle in the 
southeast that has claimed 3.000 
lives. 

In the past. Turkey cooperated 
with Iraq in fighting their Kurdish 
insurgencies. Before the Gulf 
war. Turkey went as far as thre- 
atening war to prevent the emerg- 
ence of an independent Kurdish 


state. 

But foreign and Turkish obser- 
vers say government has 
changed its tune because of these 
factors: 

— Iran has important influence 
among Shi’ite Muslims in south- 
ern Iraq. Turkey hopes to have a 
buffer between itself and pro- 
Iranian forces who might seek to f 
upset the state -mandated secular- 
ism in this Muslim country. 

— Turkey believes Kurds are 
likely to achieve some sort of 
autonomy in northern Iraq. If 
Turkey is friendly with the Iraqi 
Kurds, it can keep them from 
supporting Turkish Kurds. 

“If we become enemies with 
them (Iraqi Kurds), others will 
use it against us." President 
Turget Ozal said. 

In recent weeks. Iraqi Kurdish 
leaders have pledged in inter- 
views not to hurt Turkey. 

Nonetheless, Turkey's recogni- 
tion of the Iraqi Kurdish rebels 
has come underfire. The military 
general staff has opposed the 
move, according to the reliable t 
daily Cumhuriyet. 

Opposition leaders accused 
Mr. Ozal of further abandoning 
Turkey's traditional neutrality in 
conflicts with its Middle Eastern 
neighbours. 

"This is playing with fire," 
declared Suleyman DemireL 
leader of the True Path Party. 

Mr. Ozal could also face 
opposition from within his centre- 
right Motherland Party. Con- 
servatives in the party have 
staunchly defended Turkey's 
policy of banning most forms of 
Kurdish culture at home. 

They have postponed any ac- 
tion on a bill approved by the 
cabinet in January that would 
allow use of the Kurdish language 
in informal settings. 

Turkey has been warily watch- 
ing the Iraqi Kurds’ rebellion, 
nervous about any spillover 
effect. There has been a spate of 
protests in Kurdish areas near the i« 
Iraqi border recently, although 
few people expect any sort of 
uprising in Turkey. 

Turkish security forces have 
broken up the protests and de- • 
tained demonstrators. Two pro- 
testers were killed during a de- 
monstration March 4. 


Allies dropped 88,500 
tonnes of bombs on Iraq 

i i . s.irtt- ■ ■ ' 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Allied jets dropped 88,500 tonnes 
of bombs on Iraq and Kuwait and 
used more precision-guided "smart 
bombs” during the 43-day Gulf 
war than those dropped on' Viet- 
nam during that nine-year con- 
flict, the U.S. Defence Depart- 
ment said Friday. 

U.S. air force Chief of Staff 
Genera] Merrill McPeak said a 
small number of radar -a voiding 
U.S. F-117A '‘Stealth” fighters 
were die most effective weapons 
of the air war, smashing Iraqi air 
defence radars within hours after 
the air war began. 

Giving key details of the air 
campaign for the first time, Gen. 
McPeak said at a Defence De- 
partment briefing that U.S. jets 
dropped about 75 per cent of the 
total bombs dropped by allied 
attack jets and heavy bombers on 
Iraqi military targets in Iraq and 
Kuwait. 


The 88,500 tonnes of bombs 
dropped included 6.520 tonnes of 
precision weapons such as laser- 
guided bombs used to destroy 
government buildings in central 
Baghdad, hardened concrete air- 
craft shelters and bridges over tbe 
Euphrates River, Gen. McPeak 
said. 

“In 43 days we far exceeded 
our tonnage of precision-guided 
munitions in a war that lasted 
eight or nine years,” he added, 
comparing the Gulf to Vietnam. 

Tbe general said that between 
Ang. 7 and Feb. 23, the day the 
ground war began, some 2,790 
aircraft were deployed by the 
allies, with nearly 2,000 of those 
being combat planes. 


Forty-six per cent of the com- 
bat aircraft stationed within tbe 
continental United States flew to 
the Gulf to participate in tbe war, 
he said. The support aircraft flew 
“the largest airlift in history” dur- 
ing the war effort, he said. 

Overall, 1 09.876 sorties were 
flown, with rhe U.S. air force 
conducting nearly 60 per cent, he 
said. 

The general said the allies 
could confirm that the Iraqis lost i* 
234 aircraft during the conflict, 
and that 141 more were believed 
• lost during allied attacks on air 
shelters. 

Gen. McPeak said there were 
13 Americans lost from “friendly 
fire” incidents of air-to-ground 
fire, but that there were no air-to- 
air dneourters between allied 
forces that took any lives. 

Gen. McPeak, who showed 
charts and flickering gun-camera 
Aims of bombs striking targets, 
said tbe massive Iraqi air force of 
well over 700 planes would be no 
threat to the region “for another 
generation." 

“A generation of pilots and 
crew chiefs and mechanics and air 
leaders has certainly vanished. I 
think it will be a long time before ’J* 
they constitute a significant threat 
again.” he told reporters. 

He said on-the-ground esti- 
mates now show that nearly all of 
Iraq s more than 4.000 tanks were 
destroyed, nearly half its 3.000 
other armoured vehicles and 
nearly all of its artillery by the 
beginning of the ground war. He 
gave no estimates of the numbers 
of Iraqi soldiers killed in the 
conflict. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by tbe Department of 
Meteorology. 

Some douds appear m different alti- 
tudes gradual rive in temperatures win 
idee place. Winds writ he southeasterly 

moderate. In Aqaba. winds will be 
northerly moderate and teas calm. 


Min .‘max. temp. 

Amman 7/20 

.Aqaba 14 1 24 

Deserts 5 22 

Jordan Volley 12 ! 2 6 

Yesterdays high temperatures: Am- 
man 17. Aqaba 27. Humidity reading: 
Ammon 33 per cent. Aqaba 24 per 
cent. 
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NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Ajam 89 4184 

Dr Rarnzi Al Masatwi 8947B8 

Dr. Ibrahim Abu Homccd 677436 

Dr. Othman Mustafa 774024 


Finu pharmacy 661V12 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascrna pharmacy 63TO5 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AJ SaJam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .... — 644945 

Shmchani pharmacy 637660 

DIBID: 

Di.MaanBarqawi ( — } 

AlSharaa" pharmacy 275825 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Rateb AtaUab (— ) 

Khalifcfa pharmacy «B5417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

CM1 Defence Department 6611 il 


Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

GvD Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police ..... 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 773121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman MunldpaTity 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 1 121 

OwrseasCalls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

** Repairs 623101 

Abdafa' Telephone Repairs .....661101 


Jordan Television .... ,773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

QtttCn Aha Inti Airport 08-S3200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 8U813/32 

KhaKdj Maternity. J. Ann... 644281/6 
AbJch Maternity. J.Anrn.... 642441/2 

Jabaj Amman Maternity ......... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664T7U4 

Shmeisani Hospital .. 669131 

University Hospital 845S45 

AKMushcr Hospital 667227/9 


Thclakauc. Abdflli — 666127/37 

AFAfah.Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Muhajrcen 777101/3 

Al- Bashir. J. Ashrufich 775111/26 

£nny-Maria -....891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ... 602240/50 

AmdH oqnal 674155 

Z«uiO<M. Hospital (09)983323 

xarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 
IhnSiiH Hospital (09)986732 

Princess Basma Hospital 102)275555 
Creel: Catholic Hospital (02)27 22 75 

Ibo Al Nafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA; 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

market prices 

Up pttfhwer price in fUs per ka 

Banana — «... 500/450 

B a n t m a (Mukaawar) ........ 450/400 


52S®" 800/700 

100 '“ 

Cucumbers (large) 250/150 

£S nhe " hman > 380/320 

P™S hat 200 

|222L#’ 300/250 

10050 

SSS'— 250 / 220 

W* 1 - 120/80 

400/300 

TotBU *** 380/280 
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Meeting reviews water 
situation in Mafraq 


MAFRAQ (Petra) — A meeting 
was held Saturday at A1 Mafraq 
Goyemorate headquarters under 
the diairmanship of Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Saad Hayel 
Sarour to discuss issues related to 
water supply and irrigation. 

The meeting, which was 
attended by the Mafraq gov- 
ernor, the mayor of the city, and 
directors of the govemorate's 
police and water departments, 
decided to conduct a study on the 
damaged water network in the 
city in order tq announce tender 


bids to replace it and to bold 
another study on carrying out the 
second stage of the sewerage 
network project. 

The participants ai the meeting 
decided to authorise Al Mafraq 
Municipality to use water from 
the dty pool to irrigate plants in 
public gardens and parks and to 
supply it with two tankers to 
irrigate forest trees. 

In another development, Mr. 
Surour toured several areas in die 
northern and eastern badia re- 
gions to familiarise himself with 
the water situation there. 


Suspected embezzlers arrested 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A three- 
member group was arrested while 
trying to cash forged cheques in 
the black market, which has been 
thriving in the country since legal 
money-changing offices were 
dosed in February 1989. 

A report in the local press said 
that Marwan Al Alami,- 
moneychangdV, was deceived by 
one of three people identified by 
the police only as A. Ah. who. the 
report said, succeeded in present- 
ing a false cheque drawn on an 
American bank. 

The report said that the embez- 
zler had posed as a dealer in food 
supplies who also claimed to be 
exporting goods to Gulf states. 

The moneychanger accepted 
the first and second cheques, 
together amounting to more than 
JD 243,000 in foreign currency, 
bat later was suspicious when the 
embezzler offered a third cheque 
with a large sum said the report. 

Mr. Alami made some en- 


quiries immediately and con- 
tacted the bank in America only 
to find out that the cheques were 
false and that it was all a fraud as 
the embezzler had no account. 

Mr. Alami then decided to 
report the matter to the police, 
but had to call the embezzler to 
his office first under the pretense 
that he wanted to cash his third 
cheque, the report continued. 

Once he was in the office, Mr. 
alami's associate called in the 
police who arrested the man, the 
report added. 

It said that the embezzler 
reenacted the whole episode be- 
fore the police. “The deception 
went on for a whole week, but it 
took the police only a few hours 
to round up the three culprits.” 
the report said. 

It said that the police have 
retrieved the money, but handed 
it to the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) pending the completion of 
investigations. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


House committee reviews regional issues 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament's Foreign 
Affairs Committee reviewed in a meeting Saturday the situation 
in the region in the aftermath of the Gulf war. The committee, 1 
meeting under the chairmanship of Deputy Ahmad Innab and in 
the presence of Foreign Minister Taher AI Masri, discussed the 
Jordanian political strategy and the U.N. Security Council 
resolutions on the Palestine question. The committee proposed 
discussing and following up in the parliament’s coming extraor- 
dinary session Jordan’s foreign policy in light of the political and 
economic developments after the Gulf crisis and the impact of the 
crisis on Jordan and the Palestinian cause. 

Shubeflat returns from Yemen 

:• : Jtj' 

AMMAN (Petra) — Lower House of Parliament Member Leith 
Shubeflat returned home from Yemen Friday. During his 
week-long visit to Yemen, Deputy Shubeflat met with Yemeni 
parliamentarians and political figures. 

Romanian airlines resume flights to Jordan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Romanian Airlines Tarom have decided to 
resume flights to Jordan, to the Queen Alia International Airport 
as of Tuesday, April 2, 1991, at the rate of two flights a week. 

ESCWA to open office in Amman 

AMMAN (Petra) — The United Nations Economic and Social 
Committee for Western Asia (ESCWA) will open a temporary 
office in Amman and is planning to reopen its offices in Baghdad, 
ESCWA" s Secretary General Tayseer Abdul Jaber said Saturday. 
He said he would hold contacts with the concerned authorities in 
Jordan and Iraq for this purpose. Mr. Abdul Jaber added that he 
would soon travel to Baghdad to reopen ESCWA offices there. 

QAF conducts study on child growth 

KARAK. (Petra) — At the conclusion of a health educational 
programme held by the Queen Alia Social Welfare Fund (QAF) 
in cooperation with the University of Jordan’s Nursing Faculty, a 
study on child growth in Ghor Al Safi and Ghor AI Mazraa 
regions was conducted Saturdy. The study, conducted by students 
at the Nursing Faculty, was part of the educational programme 
which included field visits to 15 social services centres in the 
govemorates of Irbid, Tafilah, Karak, Maan and Mafraq, near 
Madaba district. The programme aimed at spreading heath 
awareness among citizens and providing them with nursing care. 

Seminar tackles cooperative societies work 

AMMAN (Petra) — A two-day symposium on ways to activate 
work at cooperative societies started Saturday at the Jordan 
Cooperative Organisation's (JCO) institute. JCO Director 
General Jamal Bdour delivered an opening speech in which he 
said the symposiums gave the chance to cooperative leaders in 
Jordan to exchange views, benefit from each other’s experience as 
well as study proposals which aim at developing work in ' 
cooperatives. Mr. Bdour reviewed JCO’s policies and expressed 
his views on coordinating cooperative work in die future. More 
than 50 participants, representing cooperative societies from all 
over the Kingdom, are taking part in the symposium. 

People’s Army graduation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Two ceremonies were held Saturday at 
Amman International Fair in Marj Al Hamam and Halawani 
Factory in Sahab to celebrate the graduation of two People’s 
Army batches. Both celebrations were attended by Amman 
military region commander who distributed awards to winners in 
various competitions. 


Baker 

(Continued from page 1) 


in the attacks. 

The explosion in Ankara hit a 
Turkish bank. Interbank. 
.Although the bank was Turkish, 
its name might have misled the 
attackers, officials said.. 

Dev Sol (Revolutionary Left), 
3* underground group, claimed 
/responsibility for the attacks. 

. An anonymous caller to the 
daily Cumhuriyet in Istanbul said 
the attacks were staged to wel- 


come Baker who was on a tour to 
divide the Middle East following 
a bloody massacre in the region. 

Dev Sol has claimed responsi- 
bility for at least 15 other bomb- 
ings in recent months. 

In one of the attacks last 
month,. Dev Sol shot and killed 
an American employed at Indr- 
lik. Dev Sol also wounded an 
American officer in Izmir in 
February. 



Queen inaugurates project 


A worker packs milk in crates to be sent to Baghdad in yet another convoy of relief supplies to the Iraqis 
(Photo by Yousef AI ‘Allan) 

ICRC, Japanese organisation 
send relief supplies to Iraq 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Over 250 tonnes of 
wheat flour and lentils and 25 
tonnes of medicine left Amman 
Saturday in the largest relief con- 
voy to leave Baghdad since the 
eruption of the Gulf crisis on 
Aug. 2. 

According to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) officials, the convoy of 30 
trucks is accompanied by 33 buses 
to be placed at the disposal of 
ICRC delegates in Baghdad to 
“tansfer prisoners of war and 
civilian victims of war." 

The shipment also includes a 
camp module which will be instal- 
led in Baghdad and will house 
5,000 people at any given rime. 

“This is our fourth and our 
largest relief convoy to leave Am- 
man to Baghdad since we started 
operating after the end of the 
Gulf war." Michel Schroeder, 
press attache of the ICRC delega- 
tion in Amman told the Jordan 
Times. 

The biggest problem facing re- 
lief projects in Iraq, Mr. Schroed- 
er said, is sanitation. “Our prob- 
lem is how to make it work again. 
We need fuel for generators and 
war purification ' lines,” Mr. 
Schroeder said, adding that 
Saturday's convoy is also carrying 


100 tonnes of diesel for fuel and 
two extra ICRC delegates bring- 
ing the number of sanitation en- 
gineers so far sent to Baghdad to 
11 and the total number of ICRC 
delegates to 40. 

He explained that there were 
only two working sanitation lines 
left in Baghdad and that efforts 
are underway to try and repair 
others as well as fixing generators 
in the electricity-deprived city. 

The convoy, according to the 
ICRC spokesman, is carrying 
three extira sanitation lines, 
generators and spare-parts. 

Mr. Schroeder said the ship- 
ment of food, approved by the 
United Nations Sanctions Com- 
mittee, will be placed at the 
disposal of the ICRC delegation 
in Baghdad and “is intended for 
the civilian population there." He 
added that the relief was being 
sent to Baghdad as “part of the 
humanitarian law under the 
Geneva convention which super- 
sedes the Sanctions Committee." 

“As a relief organisation we 
give prevalance to the Geneva 
convention which was adopted by 
all states," Mr. Schroeder said. 

Doctors from the Paris-based 
medical relief group Mededns 
Sans Fronrieres returned from 
Baghdad on Friday, saying more 
Iraqi children could die unless 
health conditions improve soon. 


They spoke of malnutrition 
among children, deaths from in- 
testinal disease and mothers and 
infants dying in childbirth. 

Iraq said this week typhoid and 
cholera were spreading in the 
country and appealed for urgent 
medical supplies. 

Water and sewage systems 
were smashed by allied bombing 
and many residents are taking 
water from the polluted Tigris 
River. The World Health Orga- 
nisation says Baghdad's main wa- 
ter supply is providing five per 
cent of its pre-war level. 

Aid agencies are worried 
epidemics could break out once 
the weather warms, normally by 
the end of March. 

In the midst of much anxiety 
about the spread of epidemics in 
Iraq. Rissho Kosei-kai (Japanese 
Buddhist organsation) is sending 
emerency supplies worth 
S150.000 to children and mothers 
m Iraq. The convoy will leave 
Amman on Sunday. March, 17. 
The food and medical supplies 
will be transported by the Jorda- 
nian Red Crescent Society and 
will be distributed by the Iraq 
Red Crescent Society. The ship- 
ment includes powdered milk (20 
tonnes), wheat flour (30 tonnes), 
3 generators, and essential drugs 
and medical equipment such as 
sutures. 


Amman to send relief team 

% 

to help rebuild Baghdad 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Greater Am- 
man Municipality is sending 
machinery, technicians, tents and 
doctors to Iraq to help the coun- 
try cope with the immense task of 
returning to normal life following 
the devastating war Greater Am- 
man Mayor Ali Suheimat 
announced Saturday. 

"Based on a principle of 
brotherhood and friendship and 
in the light of the sufferings of the 
Iraqi people and their need to get 
aid to overcome the present diffi- 
culties, the Greater Amman 
Municipality has decided to send 
to Baghdad several pieces of 
machinery and their crews to help 
remove the debris in the process 
of reconstruction/’ said Suheimat 
in his announcement. 

He said that machinery and 
equipment needed to combat 
pests and rodents and vehicles to 
carry away waste will be sent to 
Baghdad soon following coor- 
dination in this matter with the 
concerned authorities in the two 
countries. 

Mr. Suheimat said that the 
municipality's staff members to 


CBJ 


(Continned from page 1) 

'He admitted that some impor- 
ters were hurt and that the cash 
margin was not the right weapon 
to curb imports and save foreign 
currency, but it was the best 
choice despite the opposition 
raised by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) which was 
advocating “free trade.” 

Dr. Nabulsi asked the business- 
men what action could the CBJ 
have taken when foreign currency 
reserves dried up a few yeais ago. 
He went on to remind his audi- 
ence of the days when banks sent 
their clients to the black market 
to fetch dollars for their imports. 

The governor, however, was 
quick to reassure the meeting that 
foreign Currency reserves were 
now at their highest level ever 
and that the financial situation of 
the Kingdom was very solid 
although some of the benefits 
have come from reduced imports 
and- the stoppage of loan repay- 
ments. 

Furthermore, the situation has 
improved for the inward reraitt- 


accompany the machinery and 
equipment will carry their own 
tents and beds, water, tankers to 
carry drinking water and fuel, 
and will be accompanied by 
ambulances and doctors to stay 
with them throughout the dura- 
tion of the task; the total cost of 
these operations will be covered 
by the municipality. 

He said that the crew would be 
carrying food sufficient for a 
whole month. 

Mr. Suheimat also said that 
Greater Amman Municipality 
would soon be launching a cam- 
paign to enlist the help of other 
cities in Arab and foreign coun- 
tries in helping Baghdad and 
other cities in the process of 
removing rubble and in recon- 
struction work. 

The mayor made the 
announcement during the muni- 
cipal council’s ordinary session 
which endorsed several matters 
and reports. 

According to municipality offi- 
cials, the council approved of 
several recommendations related 


an ces of foreign currency due to 
the regaining of the dimate of 
stability and security which the 
governor credited foT about $1 
billion in foreign currency de- 
posits in banks in Jordan. 

Linking the cash margin on 
L/Cs to the ceiling on overdrafts 
or advances under current 
account of 20 per cent of total 
credit facilities. Dr. Nabulsi said 
H was a defeat of purpose if both 
were raised because the aim was 
to limit credit extension in over- 
drafts. 

Dr. Nabulsi said overdrafts or 
advances under current accounts 
were the worst type of lending 
because it does not provide for a 
repayment date and gives the 
borrower “no sense of indebted- 
ness." 

He pointed out that this type of 
lending had shown a state of 
inactivity at all lending banks, a 
situation which runs contradic- 
tory to what such a facility should 
be. 

Dr. Nabulsi estimated that 50 
per cent of all bank lending in 
overdrafts or advances under cur- 
rent accounts were unproductive 
and can be considered doubtful 
assets for banks. 


to numbering of streets in Am- 
man and endorsed proposals con- 
cerning sub-committees' work. 

The mayor's announcement 
coincided with news about furth- 
er shipments of food and medical 
supplies being sent to Baghdad to 
alleviate the suffering of the Iraqi 
people. 

The latest convoy sent by 
Jordanian citizens, was the one 
that left Tafileh Saturday. 

According to Tafileh 's Mayor 
Suleiman Hureishat. the convoy 
of five tracks carried 80 tonnes of 
food supplies donated by the 
Tafileh people. 

A spokesman for a national 
committee collecting contribu- 
tions and donations for Iraq, 
which organised the shipment, 
announced that the committee 
was going ahead with its own 
programme of sending contribu- 
tions raised from Jordanian 
citizens. These contributions are 
in addition to those organised by 
the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) and other 
humanitarian organisations. 


He farther blamed this categ- 
ory of lending as a major cause 
for the financial catastrophe of 
the recent past. 

Dr. Nabulsi criticised banks 
and said that they -had not made 
adequate cover for bad debts. 

The governor did not find a 
problem on export letters of cre- 
dit regarding the exchange rate 
which banks calculate for the 90 
per cent of the revenue on expor- 
ter earns. 

Dr. Nabulsi said the buy/sell 
exchange rate was a minima] 
complaint by the exporters noting 
that the supply of foreign curren- 
cy whenever needed by them 
largely offsets a small loss, if any, 
and was more important if past 
situations were to be looked at. 

Dr. Nabulsi elaborated that the 
CBJ was granting greater facili- 
ties to banks than ever before 
(excluding those given to Petra 
Bank) bnt that the CBJ cannot 
interfere in any bilateral relation 
between a bank and a client. 

Citing an example, the gov- 
ernor mentioned receiving peti- 
tions from parliamentarians to 
examine sour relations between 
commercial banks and some de- 
btors. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Saturday inaugu- 
rated the Zai rabbit production 
project, an income-generating 
project that benefits 2U0 women 
in the rural areas of Zai and 
Allan, near Skill. 

The project is the latest self- 
employment small-scale enter- 
prise to be implemented in Jor- 
dan by Noor Al Hussein Founda- 
tion INHF) Women and De- 
velopment Programme |WDP) 
with financing from the United 
Nations Fund for Population 
Activities (UNFPA). 

The Queen was briefed on the 
stages of the projects u-hich is 
designed to involve rural women 
in socio-economic development 
programmes. She toured the va- 
rious units, the slaughter house 
and the animal feed sections. 

The project has been set up on 
an eight dunum piece of land 
which the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture’s Forestry Department 
allowed the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation to use for the project 
and a centre to run it. 


The scheme is to be carried out 
:n cooperation with the Zai and 
Allan women's association, 
according to a foundation official. 

He said that up to 2lX» women 
would participate in the scheme, 
raising the rabbits in their homes 
and benefiting from the centre's 
services in training, technical 
assistance as welt as marketing. 

NHF said that the overall 
objective of the project was to 
enhance fuller integration, parti- 
cipation and representation of 
Jordanian women in the country's 
socio-economic development. 

The project seeks to accom- 
plish its objective through train- 
ing the participant-- in the neces- 
sary skills to set up. manage and 
run productive schemes and to 
produce, control supervise and 
market the products. NHF said. 

It said that the rabbit -raising 
project was selected in view of 
the economic return of this 
domestic animal: high protein, 
nutritious and healths meat -is 
well as furs that can be used in the 


manufacture of articles of clo- 
thing. footwear and toys as well 
as droppings that can be used as 
fertilisers. 

The scheme is expected to help 
increase the protein intake of 
family members in the rural as 
well as urban regions, especially 
children in low-income communi- 
ties. NHF said. 

According to NHF. the centre 
has the capacity to house nO 
rabbits all of meat producing 
families, altogether producing up 

to 1 .Stilt rjhhiti annually. 

Following the official inaugura- 
tion. the Queen visited one ot the 
women participants ,u home and 
met members ot the Z.u and 
Allan women's association. 

Later the Queen visited the 
loeal secondary school tor girls. 
She was accompanied on the tour 
by Princess Alia Al Faisal. NHF 
director general and oihei offi- 
cials. including Minister of Aeri- 
ciillure Mohammad Alawnch and 
Upper House ot Parliament 
Member Mrs. L.iiI.i Sharal 



Reelected lawyer says his popularity is due 


to the bar's policies rather than to himself 


Bar association elects president 


By Elia Nasrailah 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan Bar Associa- 
tion President Walid Abdul Hadi. 
who was elected for a new two- 
year term Friday, says that the 
bar would adhere to the same 
policies adopted over the past 
two years and would continue to 
extend moral and material sup- 
port to the Palestinian and Iraqi 
people. 

Mr. Walid Abdul Hadi told the 
Jordan Times that his winning the 
presidency with a landslide vic- 
tory reflected a majority support 
for the bar’s policies rather than 
for his own person in view of the 
efforts the bar council had ex- 
erted in rallying support for the 
Iraqi people during the Gulf cri- 
sis. 

“Our support for the Iraqi peo- 
ple in all forms and ways will 
continue, and we highly appreci- 
ate the heroic stand adopted by 
the Iraqi people and the armed 
forces in confronting the aggres- 
sion which was tantamount to a 
third world war.” Mr. Abdul 
Hadi said. 

The bar president, who be- 
longs to the Jordan Arab Nation- 
al Democratic Front (JANDA) 
secured 677 votes while his main 
rival. Zuheir Abul Ragheb. who 
re preseme d the Islamic Bloc, gov 
384 votes. 

"The war on Iraq has exposed 
the real nature of certain Arab 



Walid Abdul Hadi 

regimes and proved beyond a 
shed of doubt that only through 
unity can the Arab World muster 
its own destiny," said Mr. Abdul 
Hadi. 

"Our bloc and the Bar Associa- 
tion pledge to maintain assistance 
and help in every possible way to 
the Palestinian people and sup- 
port their uprising against 
occupation." Mr. Abdul' Hadi 
added. 

Mr. Abdul Hadi's success to 
the post was seen as the first real 
victory by JANDA al the profes- 
sional unions level. 

A total of S9S lawyers, out of a 
registered number of 1.658. took 


part in the election held at the 
Professional Association Com- 
plex Friday. Nearly 275 lawyers 
came from the occupied West 
Bank, according to Bar Associa- 
tion sources. 

A third candidate running for 
the presidency was Omar Damra 
who received* only b3 votes. 

Out of a total of 2o candidates, 
running for the bar council, the 
following were elected: Mazen 
Ershcidat. Samir Khirfan. Adih 
Hawaimeh. Zuhdi A I Disi. 
Mohammad Rashdan. Kama! 
Naser. Mohammad Naimi. 
Ahmad Abul Samen. Ziy.id Kha- 
sawneh and W’addah HadJaddin. 

Although 170 of the Jordanian 
lawyers were women, none ran 
for the council or for presidency. 

One of the lawyers who voted 
in the election was Samir Al Till 
who came front Irbid for the 
event. Mr. Tal said he was deeply 
satisfied to see the election taking 
place in a democratic atmosphere 
reflecting the country's democra- 
tic climate. 

Mr. Tal said that the Bar Asso- 
ciation groups a wide sector ot 
Jordanian intellectuals and there- 
fore it assumes a significant role 
in Jordan’s political life. 

He said al! the Jordanian 
lawyers agreed on the need for 
the new bar council to help prom- 
ote the profession through re- 
forms. to be introduced in the 
association's regulations and 


JNRC delegation returns from Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A delegation 
representing the Jordan National 
Red Crescent Society (JNRCS) 
has returned to Amman following 
a visit to Iraq and talks with 
Officials from the Iraqi National 
Red Crescent Society headed by 
the society's President Ibrahim 
AI Nouri. 

The head of the delegation. 
Mohammad Al Hadid. said that 
questions related to facilitating 
the arrival and distribution of 
relief supplies in Iraq were discus- 
sed at the meetings. Matters re- 
lated to cooperation with the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross and other humanita- 
rian organisations were also dis- 
cussed. 

Mr. Hadid said that his team 
carried 115 tonnes of medicine, 
medical equipment and food sup- 
plies to Iraq during the visit. 

He said that the Iraqis were in 
need of huge amounts of medi- 
cine and food supplies due to the 
shortage caused by the sanctions 


imposed on Iraq. 


MCBURGER RESTAURANT / IRBID 

On the occasion of the start of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan McBurger Restaurant announces the 
opening of its new branch in the city of Irbid and 
pledges to its customers its commitment to 

GOOD QUALITY, CLEAN AND QUICK SERVICE 

* Daily iftar meals for special prices* 

For reservation, due to the limited capacity 
of the restaurant, 
please call tel. 240873 or 277901 
(rbid-Shafiq Irsheidat Street, near Al Arabi 
Club premises 
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Road begins here 

IRAQI President Saddam Hussein's speech yesterday sheds 
light on his country's state of affairs in the aftermath of the 
Gulf war, especially on the reconstruction of Iraq both 
politically and economically. It was, in a sense, an overdue 
speech since the country has also been living in a state of 
uncertainty due to the rebellion in northern and southern 
Iraq. President Hussein pointed the Anger point blank at 
Iran even though he did not name it as having played a 
devious role in fomenting the strife. In retrospect, the 
revelation that Tehran was involved in helping the rebellion 
in southern Iraq must have come as a shock to Iraqis and 
other Arab states which became encouraged by the rap- 
prochement between Iraq and Iran at the conclusion of their 
eight-year war. The warming of bilateral relations between 
them in recent times gave all Arabs much hope that Iran and 
the Arab World are once again on the right track. The 
future looked bright between the two nations and many 
Arab countries proceeded full speed to construct even more 
on the friendship that was taking root between Iran and the 
Arab World. In this context, the dismay of Iraq in Iran’s 
efforts to undermine the war-torn nation and threaten its 
territorial integrity and independence will, for sure, cause 
consternation and disappointment across the Arab World as 
well. 

And what is going on in the north of Iraq also alarms 
Arabs everywhere. The ongoing attempts to stir the Iraqi 
Kurds into a rebellion can only drive a deeper wedge' 
between Iraq and its neighbours. Surely the instigators of 
the insurrection in the north are in the same boat with the 
promoters of the rebellion in the south since the end resnlt is 
to threaten the territorial integrity of Iraq, something that 
all Arabs, and the international community as a whole, 
whether friends or foes of the Iraqi regime, should fight. In 
this vein, the Arab governments are called upon to serve 
Iraq's neighbours with clear notice that they will not 
tolerate any infringement on Iraq’s independence and 
sovereignty. 

At a time when Baghdad is trying hard to make a good 
beginning and start fresh, it is most disturbing that 
conspiracies against it are still being hatched right and left. 
Having committed itself to the process of democratisation, 
all the capitals of the world should now lend Iraq a helping 
hand to heal its wounds and embark on the new road of 
democracy and parliamentary system of government. Sad- 
dam Hussein pledged yesterday to build a democratic 
society in his country: “Our decision to build a democratic 
society based on the constitution, the rule of law and 
political pluralism is a decisive, irrevocable decision,” be 
told his people. “It is time to start building the pillar of the 
new faith.'* he stressed. The Iraqi president must be held 
accountable to this pledge which in the final analysis is more 
far-reaching and effective than all the other commitments he 
made to the international community including those made 
to the U.N. Security Council. 

It is regrettable that Iraq had not moved in that direction 
before the catastrophic war occurred. Jordan has always 
called for the promotion and spread of democracy across the 
Arab World as the best guarantee against ill-conceived state 
decisions. If Baghdad is now on the road to democracy, it 
deserves all the support it can get from the community of 
nations including those which destroyed it. Iraq deserves a 
chance to restructure and reconstruct itself in every 
dimension. The world owes it to Iraq to give it that chance. 


ARABIC PRES* COMMENTARIES 


PRESIDENT Bush did not give details to explain his idea of 
"common position” which, he said, he had reached with President 
Mitterrand on the Middle East issue, said A! Ra’i Arabic daily 
Saturday. It is strange to hear Bush saying this at a time when he 

realises that the Palestinian people’s rights in their homeland 
cannot he compromised in any way and that U.N. Security 
Council resolutions must be implemented at all costs, said the 
paper. Any move to deprive the Palestinians of ihcir rights can 
neither be considered as a "common position” nor a just solution 

for then problem, the paper noted. One should remind the 
presidents of France and the USA that international legitimacy 
does not tolerate double standard dealings, and that any solution 
that does nor take into account the full rights of the Palestinian 
people in their homeland can only be described as a form of 
deception, the pajvr noted. It said that by adopting a "common 
position” or a "compromise," the U.S. can by no means absolve 
itself from the responsibility ol the great sufferings of the 
Palestinian people. The paper stressed that any solution for the 
Palestine problem should entail Israel's withdrawal from the 
occupied Arab lands in implementation of U.N. Security Council 
resolutions. It said that the future of the Palestinian people 
themselves can and should be determined by that people without 
foreign interference. 

It is not easy for anyone in the Arab region to be convinced of the 
American moves to find a just solution to the Palestine problem 
and the Arab- Israeli conflict because Bush continues to reject the 
idea of an international conference that could provide the 
mechanism to solve these issues, said Sawt A1 Shaab Arabic daily 
Saturday. The paper noted that the United Stales continues to 
reject PLO participation and continues to oppose European 
Community views with regard to the essential implementation of 
L’-N. Security Council resolutions. The outcome of the Bush- 
Mitterrand meeting and the visit to Moscow by U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker showed dearly that the U.S. administration is 
not serious abour t-he establishment of a just and durable peace 
based on international legitimacy, the paper noted. It said Bush's 
latest statements about the Middle East have now come under 
suspicion specially as Israel’s Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
rejected them. It seems that Bush is trying to persuade the Soviets 
and the French into accepting the idea of forcing the Arabs into 
accepting the U.S. -Israeli formula to settle the issue, the paper 
added . 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr! Fahd Al Fanek 


Jordan’s economy beyond the Gulf war 


IF the movement of prices in the stock exchange were to be used 
as an indication of the business mood in the coutmy, then the 
future of the Jordanian economy must be extremely bright. Share 
prices were jumping daily. Around IS per cent net rise was 
achieved during die first two weeks of this month. Dealers at the 
stock market may be over-reacting, and the euphoria may not be 
fully justified, but the future must be promising. 

Market signals are by no means perfect, but they are telling. 
Hie expectations in the business community are very high and 
there must be some good reasons for that. 

People are happy that the war is over. The Israeli threat is no 
more likely, at least for the time being. The government budget 
and the Central Bank balance sheet are in good shape. Even the 
heavy external indebtedness is no more worrying, because people 
started to think that its write-off is a matter of time, and the 
creditors are now in the mood to forgive and forget debts that 
cannot realistically be repaid netiher now nor in the future. 

The only drawback is the negative signals coming from the 
governments of the Gulf states which suggest that they want to 
settle political accounts. Saudi Arabia is reportedly denying Royal 


Jordanian airplanes the right of innocent passage through their 
airspace. Jordanian drivers are still waiting in vain for their visas 
to drive their trucks to the Saudi and other Gulf markets. 

But these negative signals are believed, or hoped, to be of 
temporary nature. It is not reasonable for Saudi Arabia to 
continue closing its airspace in the face of Jordanian air traffic 
while Saudi flights are overflying Jordanian airspace daily. It is 
equally unreasonable to block entry visas requested by Jordanian 
nationals while Saudis are welcomed in Jordan without even 
having to obtain a visa. And it is not conceivable that Jordan will 
continue to allow transit for traffic from Syria, Lebanon and 
Turkey to the Gulf states through its territories while Jordanian 
transit activity is at a standstill. 

Normalisation of relations is believed to be a matter of time. 
Financial aid, however, will not be expected soon, but it is 
definitely not written off for ever. It is in the Saudi self-interest too 
keep Jordan safe and sound militarily and economically as a a 
buffer zone separating Saudi Arabia from the Israeli war 
machine. Saudi Arabia cannot count on America to fight an 
Israeli threat on its behalf as it did against Iraq. The Jordanian 
military budget is on average no more than 2 per cent of the 


inflated budget of the Saudi military. 

Finally. Jordan is using the democracy weapon very effectively. 
Democracy secured unlimited legitimacy and polarity tothe 
Jordanian regime, along with the political stability that goes with 
it. The world is coming to the side of Jordan fmanaafly, especially 
Europe and Japan, because of what Jordan stands for in the 

Middle East. 

As of now, the decline in Jordanian economy resulting from the 
Gulf crisis has bottomed off. Recovery started, and the economy 
is ready to take off. The Gulf states that appear to be rather 
problematic need Jordan more than Jordan needs them. They will 
eventually find that it is in their own interest to cooperate with 
Jordan. On the other hand Iraq could not be ignored as an 
economic, political, and military power in the Middle East. The 
economic integration of the Jordanian and Iraqi economies over 
the past 10 years will continue to give fruitful results as soon as the 
sanctions are removed. 

Jordan win continue to need foreign aid for the coming years. 
There is no reason to fear that such aid will not be forthcoming to 
a democratic, stable and highly visible and respectable country. 


I — — 

Unless West’s ignorance of Arab grievances 
is corrected, conflicts, wars will persist 


By Dr. Fadia Faqir 

WHILE western countries are 
still celebrating their victory 
over Iraq, millions of Arabs 
feel deep hatred and anger 
over what they call a “colonial 
flexing of technological mus- 
cles." This resentment of the Arab 
masses which has swept North 
African countries, Yemen. 
Jordan, and Palestine can be 
understood if placed in the 
context of imperialism, the re- 
surgence of Islam and the reac- 
tion of the misrepresented and 
abused. Most of these Arabs 
feel that their countries are 
ruled by westernised puppets, 
their economies controlled by 
the Internationa] Monetary 
Fund and their realiry misrep- 
resented by the western mass 
media. Western countries, 
they argue, who -have consis- 
tently tried to penetrate the 
developing world for political 
and economic reasons, mono- 
polise the systems of repre- 
sentation. The conflict or quest 
for oil. territorial expansion- 
ism. and the western multina- 
tional corporates bid for hege- 
mony helped produce and sus- 
tain a body of knowledge in 
which the opposition is por- 
trayed as ignorant, backward 
and evil, thus justifying yet 
another U.S. military adven- 
ture. so-called ‘‘Operation De- 
sert Storm.” 

During the Gulf war. anti- 
American feelings reached un- 
precedented levels in Jordan 
and many other Arab coun- 
tries. The vast majority of the 
3.1 million people in Jordan 
were united in their show of 
active support for Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. At one 
point, the Jordanian people, 
on an average per capita wage 
of £62 a month, managed to 
raise £17.000 for Iraq in one 
day. The number of those who 
signed up for the popular army 
of Iraq was about 200,000, 
150.000 of whom received 
basic military training to de- 
fend Iraq and the “New Jor- 
dan.” and among them many 
members of Parliament. On 
this issue, and for the first time 
in Jordan’s history, the govern- 
ment and the nationalist, leftist 
and Islamic movements were 
united in their opposition to 
the West. 

At this sombre moment in 
history, when half a million, 
American soldiers are lined up 
against an Arab country, the 
majority of the Arab masses 
feel that they have to prioritise 
sovereignty over democracy. 
They feel that the sovereignty 


of the whole region, including 
“liberated” Kuwait is under 
threat. While the West viewed 
the conflict as justified interna- 
tional campaign to stop a rep- 
ressive dictator, those in the 
Arab World who sympathised 
with Saddam saw the main 
issue as Arab sovereignty. If 
the Arab World's will is dic- 
tated by foreign domination, 
there will be no democracy, 
they argued. This dilemma 
which faced the Arab masses 
was resolved by supporting the 
Iraqi leader — himself hardly a 
paragon of democracy — in his 
confrontation with the West. 
The struggle for democracy 
will be futile without challeng- 
ing U.S. hegemony in the Arab 
World and asserting Arab 
sovereignty. 

American military interven- 
tion on behalf of cheap fuel 
and “American values" is seen 
to be part of “operation neo- 
colonialism” by the Arab 
street. The occupation of 
southern Iraq provided the 
Arab masses with concrete evi- 
dence that the allied plan is to 
subjugate' arid coerce the • 
Arabs . The return of the west- 
ern forces have brought back 
disturbing memories. The U.S. 
marines remind the Arabs of 
the American adventure in 
Beirut in 19S2-83. Similarly, 
the return of the Queen’s 
Royal Irish Hussars 48 years 
after Montgomery defeated 
Rommel, when the Desert 
Rats were part of an occupying 
colonial force, only served to 
resurrect a colonial past. The 
Monties and Glubb Pasha’s are 
back, the Sykes and the Pi cots, 
only this time they are wearing 
blue jeans and “Saddam Bus- 
ters” teashins and lack the 
romanticism of their ancestors. 
Arabs braced themselves for 
yet another broken promise, 
another betrayal, which would 
be presented in the West as “a 
triumph.” 

Islamic groups and parties, 
exploiting this general feeling 
of frustration, stirred up 
another set of associations re- 
miniscent of the holy wars of 
the past. It was a new crusade 
against the Muslim Arabs, and 
“even with or without oil,” 
argued a Muslim fundamental- 
ist, “the Crusaders would have 
invaded us for the simple fact 
that we are Muslims and they 
are Christians.” They find 
Islam, with its active support of 
jihad, threatening and aim to 
suppress “our Islamic renaiss- 
ance.” In a recent talk in Am- 
man. Mohammad Al Ghazali, 
an Egyptian religious leader, 
reminded a mainlv fun- 


“The conflict between Arab nationalism which 
rails for the unification of the Arab World, the 
democratisation of Arab states and the nationa- 
lisation of its wealth and resources — the conflict 
between this ideology and the interests of the 
United States in the region has never been more 
evident. The U.S. has strived to maintain the 
status quo in the Middle East through military 
alliances and by supporting certain regimes which 
have stifled political opposition and internal 
dissension.” 


damentalist audience of the 
exploits of the Muslim Saladin 
who drove the Crusaders out of' 
the Arab World. In 1187, Sala- 
din. addressing his Muslim 
cavalry, proclaimed that “the 
Muslim army must confront all 
the infidels in an organised 
battle, we must throw 
ourselves resolutely into the 
jihad." Eight hundred years- 
have passed and yet, in the 
eyes of the fundamentalist: -4/ 
Franj, the Franks are still the 
same. They still want to occupy 
the land of Islam and “free"- 
Jerusalem. 

The Arab nationalists had 
yet another perspective. With 
reference to a more recent 
past, they saw the conflict in 
the Gulf as an imperialist inva- 
sion of the Arab World under 
the united command of the 
USA. The ideology of pan- 
Arabism which shaped the 
politics of the 50s and 60s in 
the Arab World, and reached 
its zenith with the unification 
of Egypt and Syria in 1958, has 
proved to be alive and kicking 
in the present crisis. This ideol- 
ogy, which is essentially anti- 
imperialist, was revived — 
some would argue even saved 
— by the war in the Gulf. 
While the West sees the inva- 
sion of Kuwait as a naked act 
of aggression against an inde- 
pendent, sovereign Arab state, 
many Arabs, who are brought 
up to believe in one Arab 
homeland, have little respect 
for the dotted lines, the arbit- 
rary borders superimposed on 
them by the colonial powers. 
Within this context, territorial 
concessions are seen as the 
norm — the invasion is seen as 
one more step towards the 
realisation of a united, and 
many would hope democratic, 
Arab homeland. 

The conflict between Arab 
nationalism which calls for the 
unification of the Arab World, 
the democratisation of Arab 
states and the nationalisation 
of its wealth and resources — 


the conflict between tins ideol- 
ogy and the interests of the 
United States in the region has 
never been more evident. The 
U.S. has strived to maintain 
the status quo in the Middle 
East through military alliances 
and by supporting certain reg- 
imes which have stifled politic- 
al opposition and internal dis- 
sension. Forty-four per cent of 
the world’s oil is owned by six 
ruling families. For the U.S. 
and .the industrialised world as 
a whole, it is easier to negoti- 
ate^] prices with a ruling minor- 
ity than with a truly elected 
parliament. Arab nationalists 
believe that any movement to- 
wards democratisation in the 
Arab World is observed with 
concern, and is seen as a threat 
to western interests in the area. 

Bat perhaps the most com- 
mon reading of the Gulf war 
comes from the slams and 
Palestinian refugee camps of 
the Arab World. For the dwel- 
lers of the “cities of the dead,” 
the war is a conflict between 
those who have, and those who 
have not. The poor of Jordan, 
like many other disadvantaged 
Arab groups, took to the 
streets because they hoped that 
this conflict would bring grea- 
ter economic equality to* the 
region. In the past few years 
Jordan; the island of relative 
freedom, prosperity and stabil- 
ity (to borrow Malise Rutb- 
ven’s words), has turned into a 
wasteland, a dump for hopes 
and aspirations. It is struggling 
to pay the interest on its S8.4 
billion foreign debt, thirty per 
cent of its population five 
under 1 the poverty fine (S135 a 
month per household), and 
one-third of its population are 
unemployed. 

With an inflation rate run- 
ning at one hundred per cent, 
,men and women work unlaw-, 
ful hours for little reward. “We 
sell our merchandise and get 
air in return. We actually five 
on air." a Jordanian salesman 
said. If you wear second-hand 


European clothes, eat food re- 
jected by western countries, 
and five in a shack then you are 
living on very little. A whole 
nation dre ams of books and 
computers', and working in far- 
away places where people are 
richer and happier. 

While waiting for the dream 
to come true. Jordanians see, 
read and hear about the stan- 
dards of living enjoyed by 
western countries and about 
the obscene way some of the 
oil rich Arabs spend their 
money. When' thousands of 
talented students cannot afford 
to continue their education and 
read in the local press about 
birthday parties in California 
for Saudi cats which cost 
. thousands of dollars, it has an 
_effect. Regardless of the truth 
of these reports, they feel 
angry and bitter. The Kuwaiti 
minister to the GCC said that 
the Iraqis saw a paradise and 
decided to loot it. It is no 
longer possible to have a con- 
sumer paradise right next to a 
country with S60 billion worth, 
of foreign debt and expect 
peace and harmony to last.. 
The Arab dwellers of shanty, 
towns have burnt the Stars and 
Stripes and the Union Jack in 
reaction to the pressure ex- 
erted on them and their econo- 
mies by the London and Paris 
clubs and to show their disgust 
at the squandering of petro- 
dollars. 

A final reason for the anger 
and bitterness, which all Isla- 
' mic, nationalist or leftist par- 
ties, regardless of their priori- 
ties or ideologies, agree on. is 
the western mass media’s mis- 
representation of Arab indi- 
viduals and culture. Watching 
the images on their television 
screens, brought to their 
homes by the development of 
communications, Arabs fail to 
recognise the truth of their 
experience in the western 
media’s representation of it. 
They feel out-numbered and 
out-organised by a western cul- 
ture which validates and en- 
forces the supremacy of every- 
thing that is Judeo-Christian, 
western, white, and written. In 
many broadcasts aimed at a 
. western audience, Arabs are 
presented as either ignorant 
and idle rich desert nomads or 
mindless terrorists. While in 
the East, Arabs watch and 
listen to the western mass 
media constantly deforming or 
'falsifying their reality, Arabs' 
watch themselves being herded 
together and subjected to a- 
monolithic reductionism by 
journalists and commentators 


ignorant of the differences 
within Islam and between 
Arab countries. 

Many in the West, apparent- 
ly unaware of the social and 
political changes which liave 
taken place in the Middle East 
in the past decades, aggravate 
the situation by talking down 
to Arabs, who are trying to 
come to terms with new reali- 
ties and who feel frustrated, 
and taigetted- A Jordanian, 
complaining about the western 
media said, “they come in like 
an army... and they know it all 
before they come. They don’t 
listen; they tell us what we 
ought to be doing.” Most 
Arabs have had enough o$i 
being patronised by stern ’ 
headmasters from London or 
Washington. The Arab coun- 
tries see themselves as thirty 
years old or more and, like 
individuals who are thirty 
something, they demand re- 
spect and understanding. 

Furthermore, most Arabs 
see the support of many in the 
West for the Gulf • war as 
hatred for Arabs and Islam. 
How else, they argue, would ! 
you interpret the demonisarion 
not only of Saddam Hussein 
himself, but of his entire 
population? How else would 
you interpret the American 
military sense of “comfort” 
that followed the bombard- . 
meat of Al Amiriya airshelter? 
How else would you interpret 
this silence over the softening 
up of Saddam's retreating 
military machine, which killed 
many fleeing Iraqis — "very, 
very many” bereaved families 
of peasant boys? r 

The grievances I listed above 
do not exist in isolation, but 
are interconnected and feed on 
each other to form a complex' 
web of demands and aspira- 
tions across the Arab World. 
Unless the West attempts to 
combat its ignorance of the 
Arabs, their history and cul- 
ture, the bridges between the 
Arab World and the West will 
‘remain forever destroyed. The 
reductionism of the Arabs and 
Islam has to stop, the repre- 
sentation of their culture has to 
be contextualised, their de- 
humanisation challenged, or 
the catastrophic Gulf war will 
be followed by others in which 
further acts of horrific violence 
might be committed against a 
backward, ignorant and re-, 
duced enemy. 7* 

Dr. Fadia Faqir. a Jordanian 
and a novelist, teaches at Exe- 
ter University in England. She m 
contributed the above article 
to the Jordan Times. 


Iran exploiting Iraq’s internal situation 


By Rowland Evans and Robert 
Novak 

A top-secret “command 
memorandum” dated March 4 
ordered Iran’s Revolutionary’ 
Guards for the first time to 
give full military support to 
"cross-border activities” 
against Saddam Hussein by- 
Iraqi dissidents who sought 
political asylum in Iran during 
the Iran-Iraq war and are still 
based there. 

Behind this interventionist 
decision by the legatees of the 
late Ayatollah Khomeini lies 
the epicentre of a political ear- 
thquake rumbling through the 
land of fundamentalist mullahs 
since the Gulf war started. 

The apparent aim of the 
ayatollahs is an event feared by 
President Bush: destabilise de- 
feated Iraq and replace it with 
Iran as the Gulf s preeminent 
power. “There definitely is a 


stirring of the pot. (and) no 
one knows how it will turn 
out,” an administration insider 
told us. To Bush and his advis- 
ers, Iran-style Shi’ite fun- 
damentalism is a dangerous 
threat. 

The March 4 order went to 
all local commanders in newly 
supplied Revolutionary Guard 
bases along the entire Iran- 
Iraq border. Cancelling a Jan. 
23 order that barred Iran-back- 
ed military operations against 
Iraq during the Gulf conflict, it 
stated .that “all support neces- 
saty” should now be given to 
military and political “cross- 
border activities.” The guards’ 
commander. Brig. Gen. Kam- 
ai Hedayat, signed it. 

The American-led, anti-Sad- 
dam coalition .maintained solid 
cohesion during the six-month 
military buildup and the short, 
explosive war that began in 
mid-January. But with victory - 


came division. Backed strongly 
by non-coalition member 
Israel, both Saudi Arabia and 
Egypt thought Saddam should 
be destroyed before the war 
ended. 

But Bush, supported by Bri- 
tain and France, worried more 
about Iraq's stability than the 
personal fate of Saddam, de- 
spite his repeated attacks on 
the Iraqi president as “worse 
than Hitler.” Bush’s worry was 
wisely based on Western fears 
that a destabilised Iraq, almost 
defenceless and wracked by 
dvil war, would inevitably lead ' 
to a destabilised Gulf . The 
probable elevation of Iran, by* 
far the largest Gulf power, 
would naturally follow. 

Iran regards the Gulf as its 
own. Its ayatollahs want to 
control the Islamic holy places 
in Saudi Arabia's Mecca and 
Medina and in Iraq's Najaf and 
Karbala. Thus a resurgent Iran 


would pose a threat to U.S. 
and western interests, not li- 
mited to oil, surpassing last 
summer's threat when Sad dam 
seized Kuwait. 

Iran’s president, Hasbemi 
Rafsanjani, remained some- 
thing of an enigma to the Un- 
ited States while he gathered 
most of Khomeini’s power into 
his own hands. Now. however, 
administration officials worry 
that they may have been wrong 
about, early signs that he is a 
“moderate.” the political 
brand impossible to find during 
die Iran-contra scandal. Intelli- 
gence specialists here say the 
order to the Revolutionary 
Guards came only with his 
express approval. 

Indeed, Rafsanjani quietly 
went this week to a key guard 
base near Kermanshah called 
the Ramazon Garrison, a prin- 
cipal kickoff point for subver- 
sive border crossings by Iraqi 


dissidents and Revolutionary 
Guards. The ostensible reason: 
to study “reconstruction" pro- 
jects. The more likely reason 
was to hear reports about step- 
ped-up operations across the 
border. 

_Once inside Iraq, armed 
with weapons, food and one 
blanket each, these fighters 
operate as irregulars. A key 
target is the so-called National 
Liberation Army of Iran, 
formed four years ago by anti- 
fundamentalist Iranian expatri- 
ates. The NLA is the sworn 
enemy of the mullahs. It oper- 
ates with Saddam’s support 
from bases inside Iraq. Last 
Monday an NLA unit was in- 
tercepted by the guards near 
the border but in Iraq. There 
were 150 casualties in the en- 
suing firefight. 

But Iran’s real target must 
extend beyond the NLA- Raf- 
sanjani, the self-styled Gulf 


war peace seeker, suddenly de- 
nounced Saddam last week and 
demanded he quit. Playing to 
the majority Shi’ites in south- 
ern Iraq, where Khomeini 
plotted to build an Iraqi Shi’it^ 
republic, Rafsanjani said hr 
Tehran that “a truly popular 
(anti-Saddam) movement" was 
spreading from the Shi’ite 
sooth to the Kurdish north. 

The Iranian leader is clearly 
worried that Turkey’s over- 
tures to large Kurdish minor- 
ities in Turkey and Iraq will stir 
up Iran’s' own . huge Kurdish 
minority. Nevertheless, his 
objective may be to split Iraq 
in three: Baghdad and western 
Iraq, -controlled by successors' 
to Saddam; a Kurdish north: 
and a ShTite south tied 
Tehran. ™ 

That is a chilling prospect as 
militant guards penetrate an 
Iraq already in dvil chaos — . 
The Washington Post. 
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Saddam 

(Continued from page 1) 

He denounced rebels as 
traitors, saying they were trying 
to dismember and destroy Iraq, 
leading it into the “dark tunnel” 
of Lebanon-style sectarian and 
factional strife. 

“We have crushed the disturb- 
ances in the cities of the south,” 
President Saddam said. 

“With the determination of the 
people and the cooperation of 
good, sincere people all over Iraq 
we can pluck out what is left of 
•-the roots of treason and sabot- 
age.” 

“The best of our people, of the 
army and the security forces were 
able within a few days to crush 
this hateful discord. 

"Many traitors have been 
smashed and many have fled back 
where they came from." 

- President Saddam addressed 
much of his speech to the Kurds, 
about 20 per cent of Iraq's 17 
million people. He denied they 
were downtrodden and insisted 
that the Baath Party government 
bad always tried to nnite the 
country across religious and 
ethnic divides. 

He said the revolt in the north 
was fomented by the same people 
who backed Mulla Mnstapha 
Barazani’s unsuccessful 1970-75 
bid to create an independent Kur- 
dish state. 

“They are repeating the same 
fatal error and the same 
treachery... their fate will be the 
same as those that came before," 
he said. 

"I warn these reckless adven- 
turers in the name of the Iraqi 
leadership, I tell them: 'Do not 
have illusions because Iraq, de- 
spite the losses caused by aggres- 
sion, will with God's help be able 
to deal... with those who exploit 
the country's plight.'" 

“Our Kurdish people must re- 
member basic facts. What those 
adventurers and traitors seek will 
never be achieved... Kurds are 
present in even larger numbers in 
Turkey. Iran. Syria and the 
Soviet Union. These countries 
will not allow it." 

“It has become clearly evident 
the source of the infiltration plan 
in the south and north is one and 
same, with one purpose, which is 
to destroy and divide Iraq and 
spread confusion, damage and 
destruction, and to subjugate 
Iraq to the will of the foreigner,” 
he said. 

“Those who . infiltrated to the • 
north .are trying, to picture their; 
perfidious acts : as’ a service to 
Iraq. ...T would' like to remind 1, 
tilem, especially the Kurds of the 
north, of the experience of the 
past 30 years. I would like to 
remind you that ail Knrdish 
movements had connections with 
the foreigner, or depended on 
him for political military and 
material support, but they only 
achieved losses and destructions 
for our Kurdish citizens. 

“The greedy foreigners support 
the rebellion and insurgency only 
to weaken Iraq and weaken Iraq's 
aimed forces in order to serve 
their own objectives and Israeli 
purposes. ... the rights of the 
Kurds and their interests, dignity 
and security... cannot be 
achieved by being a lackey of the 
foreigner.” 

He said that while Iraqi cities 
were still scarred by war traitors 
carrying forged identity papers 
infiltrated the country to spread 
destruction and terror. 

He named cities in Basra, 
Amara, Nassiriya, Karbala, Na- 
jaf and Hilla, ail in the Shiite 
south, as centres of the troubles. 

"They attacked isolated bar- 
racks and retreating army units, 
and captured arms and equip- 
ment. They burned the people’s 
property— killed state and party 
officials, army officers and civi- 
lians,” President Saddam said. 

Iraq's enemies, he said, de- 
scribed what had happened as a 
“popular uprising against the reg- 
ime and a serious attempt to 
change it." 

“No attempt to change the 
system of government in a coun- 
try at war with foreign forces... 
can call itself patriotic,” he said. 

“We have to exercise strong 
will and determination to protect 
Iraq from this discord... and res- 
tore security, stability and 
order." 

. Promising to move quickly to 
implement pre-war pledges of re- 
form, President Saddam said: 
“Our decision to build a demo- 
cratic society based on the con- 
stitution, the rule of law and 
political pluralism is a decisive, 
irrevocable derision." 

“Dear Iraqis,” he said, "It is 
time to start building the pillar of 
1 the new faith, in spite of all the 
difficulties.” 

He promised a referendum on 
die new constitution and a major 
government shake-up to rebuild 
the country. 

President Saddam vowed to 
keep pressing the Palestinian 
cause. He said failure to solve it 
was' still the 1 reason for instability 
in the Middle East. 

"A solution that does not rec- 
ognise the foil rights of this strug- 
gling people will be no solution. 
Wise men should recognise this 
•fact if they seek security, stability 


and a permanent peace in the 
region." 

President Saddam also reiter- 
ated Iraqi support for Yasser 
Arafat, chairman of the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO). 

Mr. Arafat has come under fire 
from other Arab governments for 
supporting Iraq during the Gulf 
crisis. 

President Saddam reiterated 
Iraq’s readiness for good rela- 
tions with its neighbours, “based 
on non-interference in the inter- 
nal affairs of the countries of the 
region." 

Kurdish rebels Saturday 
claimed to be in control of the 
northern oil industry city of 
Mosul, and that thousands of 
army defectors were fighting on 
their side. 

TTie dty of Kut, southeast of 
Baghdad, was taken by rebel 
forces Saturday, the Supreme 
Assembly of the Islamic Revolu- 
tion of Iraq claimed. 

The Iraqi government Saturday 
extended for the second time the 
deadline on its amnesty for deser- 
ters, giving them until March 19 
to report to their units. The pre- 
vious deadline was March 15. 

Iran urged President Saddam’s 
government Saturday to “surren- 
der to the will of .the people" and 
issued a warning to it about Shiite 
Muslim shrines at Najaf and Kar- 
bala, Iranian Television said. 

The television, reporting on a 
meeting of Iran's Supreme 
National Security Council, did 
not specify the nature of the 
warning about the shrines. 

“The violation of the sanctity 
of the holy sites in Najaf and 
Karbala was condemned and a 
warning was issued to the Iraqi 
government in that respect," the 
television said. 

Rebel groups have accused 
government troops of shelling 
Najaf and Karbala. They re- 
ported damage to the gold domes 
of the Karbala shrines of Hus- 
-sein, the Prophet Mohammad's 
grandson and the third Shiite 
imam, and his brother Abbas. 

The counts] . which met under 
the chairmanship of President 
Akbar Hash e mi Rafsanjani, re- 
jected suggestions that Iran was 
intervening in the revolt. 

“The council expressed ex- 
treme concern over the extensive 
massacre of die people in Iraq by 
the government forces,” it said. 

“Iran, whilst continuing its 
humanitarian aid, regards the 
current events... as an irredeem- 
able blow to Iraq, and... consid- 
ers the surrender of the Iraqi 
government to- the will, of the 
ination and the consensus of the.,, 
people, to be the only way to save’ 
Iraq.” ■' s 
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address: 

It has been observed that "the 
primary subject of security is 
people — not states, nor elites, 
nor the affluent, nor the stron- 
ger.” This statement came to my 
mind as I was reading the excel- 
lent and thought-provoking pap- 
ers written for this panel by Dr. 
Hilf who takes us lucidly from 
what he describes as the pax 
Osman ica to the pax Britarmica 
and warns about the dangers of a 
perceived pax Americana which 
might, according to Dr. Hilf. be 
misconstrued as a pax Hebraica. 

I do not intend to repeat or 
tread over the comprehensive 
analysis that Dr. Hilf has kindly 
provided. Bat I think it is useful 
to refer once again to the author 
whom I have just quoted (Profes- 
sor R. B. J. Walker of the Uni- 
versity of Victoria in Canada). In 
examining the notion of security 
be stressed that: “It has become 
less a concept with any analytical 
precision than an instrument of 
mystifying rhetoric. Appeals to 
the need for security justify the 
most blatant abuses and encour- 
age the resort to escalating levels 
of violence. Such appeals legiti- 
mise vast arsenals and the curtail- 
ment of democratic rights and 
procedures. The concept of 
security is now more a symptom 
of the problem rhan a guide to the 
possibilities of peace and jus- 
tice." 

The background paper which I 
have circulated to this panel ab- 
out “A conference on security 
and cooperation in the Middie 
East" is an attempt, from a 
Jordanian perspective, to look 
beyond the Gulf war through a 
bjroadly defined security concept. 
It specifies a mode of thought 
rather than a blue-print. The 
questions of war and peace are 
inseparable from the questions of 
demography, environment and 
ideology. The “regional matrix" 
in that paper highlights linkages 
between security, or rather in- 
security, and the degradation of 
people, environment and cultural 
identity. The abuse of human 
rights, ecocide and the loss of 
cultural identity are all too readi- 
ly apparent in the existing region- 
al matrix in the Middle East. The 
challenge is to move towards a 
new matrix that safeguards hu- 
man rights, resources/ 
environment and cultural identi- 
■ ty. Military , pplificai and econo- < 
tpic, route maps tnust.be carefully 
surveyed to identify an appropri- . 
ate path for such a movement 
through the existing regional 


Chemicals 

(Continued from page 1). 

“There isn’t one formula yet and 
I don’t think there will be a single 
formula until a lot more consulta- 
tions have taken place," he said, 
making clear he didn’t feel the 
time was right for an internation- 
al Mideast peace conference. 

The British are more closely 
aligned to U.S. positions on bow 
to bring lasting peace to the 
Middle East than the French or 
Canadians. 

Mr. Bush said Secretary of 
State James Baker □, who just 
left Moscow, reported that the 
Soviets “still wanted to play a 
constructive role" in the region. 

Mr. Bush and Mr. Major, 
meeting for the second time since 
Mr. Major succeeded Margaret 
Thatcher, also were to discuss 
European unity, turmoil inside 
the Soviet Union and whether to 
lift sanctions against South Afri- 


maze. 

As is shown in the background 
paper, this approach can be illus- 
trated graphically. The three 
security dimensions are repre- 
sented on the horizontal axis and 
the three groups of factors (peo- 
ple, ■ resources/environment and 
ideology/activism) on the vertical 
axis of a regional matrix. 

This matrix can be extended to 
varying degrees through sub- 
dividing regional factors into 
their constituent parts. Thus 
resources/environment can be 
sub-dividd into: oil, water, land 
and debt for example. Ideology/ 
activism can be sub-divided into 
such parameters as: radicalism, 
terrorism and armament. Prob- 
lems generated by these regional 
factors can be tackled through 
military, political or political in- 
struments. Thus border disputes, 
classified under “land,” have 
been invariably dealt with in the 
region through military means. 

Viewing the region through 
this matrix can reveal vividly the 


ca. 


emphasis placed, so for on the 
military dismension as an instru- 
ment to respond to challenges. 
The existing matrix is rich in milit- 
ary and internal security tools. 
Demography is controlled by 
police state methods. Radicalism 
and terrorism are refuelled by the 
lack of democracy and the abs- 
ence of freedom of expression. 
Claims on water rights and land 
are invariably settled by military 
force. In the Gulf alone there 
have been no fewer than 22 active 
border disputes since 1900. De- 
sert Shield and Desert Storm, 
originally conceived to meet an 
external threat, bad to be dusred- 
off and put into action to face a 
threat from within the region. 
Military debts are easily accumu- 
lated as eager suppliers of arms 
compete for customers. The area 
has been one of the main world 
markets for armaments. Expendi- 
tures on arms in the Gulf reached 
hundreds of billions of dollars in 
the last two decades to no avail. 
In short, the existing situation is 
what has been depicted as the 
political economy of despair. 

The approach advocated by 
Jordan aims at inverting, so to 
speak, the existing military-rich 
matrix. The political and econo- 
mic dimensions of the matrix can 
be stimulated by a number of 
practical measures. Thus demo- 
crat! sation and human rights 
should replace repression and 
police-state controls. Border and 
water rights disputes can be refer- 
red to the International Court of 
Justice or international arbitra- 
tion. The European proposal for 
a CSCM is one peaceful approach 
for dealing with inter-regional de- 
mographic problems. The econo- 
mic background to the intifada 
and the regional demographic im- 
plications of the dispossession of 
the Palestinians are neglected 
facets of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
They need to be soberly assessed 
in terms of Israel, the occupied 
territories and the GCC coun- 
tries. These examples illustrate 
the instruments needed for evolv- 
ing the political economy of 
peace and progress. 

In rethinking the meaning of 
security, a number of postulates 
have to be questioned. The aim is 
not to theorise, but rather to 
break-out from the previous well- 
trodden regional paths or cul-de- 
sacs. Other proposals for a 
Helsinki-type approach for the 
Middle East have been made in 
Europe and the United States. 
All emphasise that their aim is 
not to contradict particular 
schemes for regional security but 
to provide a framework and en- 
vironment conducive to diploma- 
tic or political initiatives for solv- 
ing specific problems. A number 
of ways and means for embarking 
on such a process have been 
proposed. The foreign minister of 
Italy, Mr. Gianni de Micbelis, has 
suggested an "admission ticket" 
concept through subscribing to a 
minimal set of rules and princi- 
ples. Entry of all potential partici- 
pants does not have to be simul- 
taneous but can be left open. 

The concept of an “admission 
ticket" is a practical way for 
setting the process m motion. The 
ticket should be kept “cheap,” so 
to speak. If it is expensive, then 
many people will not be able to 
afford it. In Europe, it took 
fifteen years for the Helsinki pro- 
cess to bear fruit. In the case of 
the Middle East, the initiation of 
the process can yield a "front- 
end” benefit in the form of pro- 
viding an alternative to the pre- 
vailing politics of despair. 

An approach based on flexible 
baskets is important. The three 
baskets of security, economic de- 
velopment and the human dimen- 
sion have been proposed by the 


Europeans. Rather than moving 
straight into the brick-wall of 
long-standing regional deadlocks, 
such an approach can provide 
common ground. A number of 
common problems confront re- 
gional adversaries in the Middle 
East. Energy, arms and external 
debts are challangey facing not 
only a country such as Jordan, 
but others like Turkey, Egypi and 
Israel. This energy/arnis/debt 
triangle also links the Middle 
East to the 34 states of Helsinki. 
This group of states is the main 
consumer of Middle East energy, 
its main supplier of armaments 
and its major creditor (with few 
exceptions such as China. Japan 
and Brazil). 

The moral weight of the Hel- 
sinki process can in this way be 
brought to bear on its neighbours 
in the Middle East. Such para- 
doxical side effects as the transfer 
of armaments from Europe to the 
Midd le East in the wake of the 
CFE treaty (Conventional Forces 
in Europe) must be effectively 
tackled. Otherwise how can the 
integrity of the whole process in 
the Middle East be safeguarded? 

As far as energy is concerned, 
the purpose is not to subjectively 
refer to “cheap oil" or "expen- 
sive oil." Rather it is to evolve an 
alternative to the highly politi- 
cised confrontation between sel- 
lers and buyers. “Energy" is con- 
spicuously absent from the 1992 
objectives in Europe. The Char- 
ter ol Paris has implicitly recog- 
nised this serious gap in stating 
“we welcome, in particular, prac- 
tical steps to create optimal con- 
ditions for the economic and 
rational development of energy 
resources, with due regard for 
environmental consideration.” In 
fact, the Netherlands proposed at 
the Paris summit a "European 
energy charter" to evolve a coop- 
erative framework that assures 
stable supplies, stimulates central 
and east European production 
and safeguards the environment. 
It only makes sense that the 
Middle East (the Gulf as well as 
the Maghreb) should be included 
in such a framework- Apart from 
the dependence of Europe on oil 
from the Gulf, there is an increas- 
ing level of importation of gas 
from the Maghreb. Gas pipelines 
across the Mediterranean already 
link Maghreb producers with Ita- 
ly and soon Spain, Portugal and 
possibly France and Germany. 

Concerning debt it is worth 
noting tht all the non-oil produc- 
ing countries in the Middle East 
suffer from major external debt 
problems. These problems are 
linked in no small way. to the 
preceding issue of armaments. 
Unlike Eastern Europe, so far no 
concept of regional economic sta- 
bilisation has emerged for the 
Middle East. Debt-ridden coun- 
tries depend on hand-outs and 
subsidies coupled with IMF 
structural adjustment and auster- 
ity programmes. This approach 
has increased tensions between 
the haves and the have-nots in the 
region and has provided a fertile 
socio-economic environment for 
radicalism. A cornerstone of the 
new debt strategy under the 
CSCME is arms control. The 
successful implementation of 
arms control and arms reduction 
will release substantial funds that 
were previously wasted on arma- 
ments. Countries abiding by such 
a process will qualify for the 
systematic and measured reduc- 
tion of existing debts (most of 
which were accumulated through 
aims purchases in the first place). 
A cursory look at most indebted 
nations in the Middle East reveals 
that most, if not all, would no 
longer need continuous subsidies 
if the existing debt overhang is 
removed (this includes Turkey, 


Israel and Iraq). The key issues, 
however, is not the write-off of 
debts in a vacuum. It should be 
part of an arms control and re- 
duction package coupled with 
appropriate economic adjustment 
policies (stabilisation and structu- 
ral adjustments). 

To assist in this process, a 
regional debt sinking fund can be 
set-up by the oil rich countries in 
the area' to share the burden with 
the CSCE countries in the debt 
reduction process. The applica- 
tion of the arms control process 
on the oil countries themselves 
will help release significant re- 
sources from their defence 
budgets. 

The second pillar of the prop- 
osed debt reduction strategy is a 
regional socio-economic package. 
A regional development fund 
should be established to provide 
investment capital for those coun- 
tries implementing stabilisation 
and adjustment programmes. 
National and . regional infra- 
structural programmes should be 
integrated to the extent possible. 
Water, energy, transport and 
telecommunications regional sec- 
toral plans should be evolved. 
These can become the leading 
sectors in the economic revitalisa- 
tion of the post-war Middle East. 
Water, energy and transport can 
be viewed as the "steel and coal" 
of a new Middle East community 
including the non- Arab states of 
the region. "A study by the 
World Bank has shown that in the 
past, only 5 pier cent of the 
financial surplus of the oil rich 
countries was invested in the re- 
gion. There is a need to evolve a 
new investment criteria and a 
new basis for calculating rates of 
return, to help channel pan of the 
remaining 95 per cent into the 
region. 

To avoid disaster for itself and 
the world, the Middle East 
urgently needs a remedial expan- 
sion of the tools available to 
promote interdependence both 
intra and inter-regjonally. A uti- 
litarian "worked-out rights" 
approach has to replace the ethic- 
al “intrinsic rights" approach be- 
fore a meaningful cooperative 
strategy can emerge. What is 
needed is to institutionalise a new 
regional development thinking 
based on mutual gains and in- 
terests (both economic and so- 
cial). Appropriate cost-benefit 
criteria at the regional level have 
to be evolved and applied to 
sectoral projects such as water, 
energy and transportation. Wel- 
fare economics has extensive 
tools relating to social cost- 
benefit analysis that can be ex- 
tended to an iutra-regional con- 
text. To use economic jargon, 
what is needed is to identify 
“externalities'* (i.e. external 
socio-economic benefits to the 
region from particular invest- 
ments) and to “internalise” their 
effects (by transforming the in- 
cidental benefit into a product for 
which a price is charged). This 
can apply not only to water, 
energy and transportation but 
also to education and manpower 
migration. A number of multi- 
lateral agencies (such as the 
World Bank) can easily provide 
the technical expertise needed to 
evolve a new investment criteria 
for the region. Creative invest- 
ment plans can, on the basis of 
such a new investment criteria, 
transform the existing regional 
zero-sum game into a scenario of 
mutual gains and reconstruction. 

Some sceptics will object to 
apparent loose ends and may 
question the rigorous tightness of 
the proposal for a CSCME. Let 
me at once say that at this stage in 
the post-war period, it is more 
important to be relevant than 
fastidiously correct. There will be 


those who will question the ade- 
quacy of the preconditions. 
Others may readily stress (he 
differences berween the Middle 
East and the European case. 
They will say (hat the framework 
is different whether in terms of 
boundaries, armaments or confi- 
dence building measures. Of 
course there are many road 
blocks. But the exercise aims, in 
the first place, at mobilising the 
political will necessary for over- 
coming those roadblocks. If the 
Middle East does not yet have the 
equivalent of the 1973 inter- 
German treaty, then perhaps 
non-belligerency can be a first 
step relating to boundaries. Non- 
belligerency can also have a be- 
neficial psychological impact in 
the context of weapons of mass 
destruction. Confidence building 
measures (CBMs) can be sug- 
gested by third party moderators. 
We can seek moderators in the 
form of non-state entities such as 
the EC. The formlessness ot 
agenda in the case of the CSCE 
has to be coupled with a formless- 
ness of process in the case of the 
CSCME. These are just a few- 
examples. If the will is there, 
then, appropriate instruments 
can be evolved to suit the "speci- 
ficity” (to use a Brussels term! of 
the Middle East case. 

In five months time it will be 
exactly half a century since 
Roosevelt and Churchill put 
together their vision of a postwar 
order. In August 1941. aboard 
the “Augusta” off the coast of 
Newfoundland, they signed the 
Atlantic Charter. As everyone 
knows, the cold war tragically 
intervened and frustrated that 
dream. A few months ago, in 
Novemebr 1990. the leaders of 34 
nations finally laid the cold war to 
rest and signed the “Charter of 
Paris for a New Europe." Will 
the “34" of Paris capture what 
the “two" on hoard the "Augus- 
ta” failed to do? 

The secretary general of the 
United Nations reminded world 
leaders at the Paris summit that 
peace and justice are indivisible. 
Mr. Perez de Cuellar stressed 
linkages between Europe and 
other regions of the globe where 
current conflicts "have their ori- 
gin in actions and circumstances 
going back to the colonial era.” 
He added that “the north will 
continue to be seated on a base of 
clay as long as the south does not 
enjoy a minimum of well being.” 

These words could hardly ring 
more true than in the case of the 
Middle East. It rook 50 years to 
extend the spirit of peace, secur- 
ity and justice from the “two" to 
the “34.” How long will it be 
before we realise a “charter for a 
new Middle East" for the "27” in 
our region: The 22 Arab states 
plus the five non-Arab states 
(Iran. Turkey, Malta, Cyprus and 
Israel)? This remains an open 
question. But what can be said 
with certainty is that nobody can 
afford to waste another half a 
century. 
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ence that would discuss options 
for security, cooperation and 
development in the Middle 
East in the post-war era. 
according to Petra. 

Taking part in the confer- 
ence, which is scheduled for 
next week, are delegates from 
Arab-American organisations, 
grouping prominent political 
and intellectual personalities, 
and other Arabs from around 
the world. 

The Crown Prince is also 
expected to meet several 
academicians and delegates 
from informational, economic 


and scientific institutions in 
San Francisco during his slllv , n 
the American city. Petra 

The visit to the United 
•States is the first by a hjgfr.- 
runking Jordanian since Kl0g 
Hussein went in August, sh+ij p 
ly after the Gulf crisis began. 

Prince Hassan is expected W 
focus attention on the gettijfai 
situation in Jordan, which : « 
suffering serious economic hap 
dhips. Already burdened with 
a foreign debt of 5s .3 billion. 
Jordan lost S3 billion in 1990 
and another S 1 billion this vear 
as a result of the Gui crisis. 
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requiring store:., restaurants 
and other public .md commer- 
cial places to close a: fi*cd 
hours in the evening. 

Street lighting vi.ix ,iJm* cut in 
half anti central heating in gov- 
ernment ofticcs reduced by 25 
per cent in a bid to sj\c fuel 
The government late Lot 
month tovtk delnery nf an oil 
tanker with about more than 
100.000 tonnes ot crude oil 
from Yemen and announced 
that Syria -started supplying the 
country with gasoline and 
other products under an agree- 
ment reached between Damas- 
cus and Amman i.ist month 

Kremlin 
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view a l 1 S .illcmpt to assist :> t0 
rebels lighting the Iraqi „»rn- 
tnent, Mr. Bevsiuermvsh -aid. 
"Military o|vranoiis carried .*■« 
against li.uj.. weie r\ise«l on 
l l'.N. Scent it \ l"ounci!> Rev.-.u- 
tion h7X and there were no otlic: 
grounds for use ot .1 ruled lorcc 111 
Iraq." 

Resolution n"S, p.is.c.l by the 
Security Council last Noieniher 
with Soviet support, authorised 
the U.S.-leJ ca.ibti.o :*»r 
Iraq to leave Kuwait 
The Pentagon's seimu u.—cm:. 
Colin Powell. Frida} »■ 
ton warned eg. ir.i v.v:tt s ai:.v 
on any new miiit try operation- it 
Iraq. 

Mr. Baker said shat m •ex- 
change tor the suspension 01 
allied attacks the Iraqi military 
had agreed there would be * no 
use of fixed-wing airerait in Iraq" 
at least until a permanent cease- 
fire was put into place. 

"We expect agreements to be 
honoured." he added. 

He refused to sax if Washing- 
ton believed Iraq had violated the 
agreement or how it migh: react it 
Baghdad did so. 

Levy 
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Arab states and talks \.i;h j 
delegation ol residents from (the 
Wesi Bank! and the lia/a " 

" However . it a group of Arab 
Slates direct talks with Israel, we 
jre ready to do so. If single tal*.- 
are desired, we are also prepared 
to do that." the newspaper 
quoted Mr. Le\\ as saying. 

He said Israel air.ichcs special 
significance to Mr. Baker's talks 
with Syria. 

“If James Baker succeeded in 
.convincing Syria's President Assad 
on this peace initialise, then we 
are on a very go«nl path." the 
newspaper quoted Mr. Lc\ y. ■ 
Only theX'mied States can end 
the Middle East arm-- race. Israeli 
Defence Minister Moshc Arens 
said Saturday. 

“If we want to end the arms 
race in the region, then the jrms 
dealers have to reach agreement 
that they will slop setting arms to 
the region. 


In other developments: 

— Iraqi soldiers were innocent 
in one of the most often cited 
atrocities of the Gulf war, leaving 
premature Kuwaiti babies to die 
by taking away their incubators, 
an American television network 
reported. 

ABC quoted the director of 
Kuwait's primary health care sys- 
tem, Dr. Mohammad Matar, and 
his wife. Dr. Fayeza Yousef, 
who ran a maternity hospital as 
saying the 312 babies died be- 
cause no one stayed to care for 
them. 

President Bush frequently died 
the infants' deaths as an example 
of what he said was Iraq’s brutal 
treatment of innocent Kuwaitis. 

“No. they didn’t take them 
away from the incubator,” Dr. 
Yousef told the television net- 
work. "To tell the truth, there' 
was no service, no nurses to %ke 
care of these babies, and that's 
why they died." 

Dr. Matar said the widespread 
reports about the babies were 
“just for propaganda.” 

They said that patients in the 
hospitals died because hospital 
workers fled the country after the 
Aug. 2 Iraqi invasion. 

The Red Crescent Society, ori- 
ginally reported the atrocity after 
finding the babies dead and their 
incubators missing. 

■ But the sodety now said that 
the medical records of how the 
babies died have been destroyed 
and ABC said the incubators had 
been found, locked away in stor- 
age rooms to prevent Iraqi troops 
from taking them. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAMA* & SONS 

TEL 604676 604696 




4ltentfrSaki a 

Many villas ana apartments! 
are available for rent anctf 
sale - furnished or unfur-j 
rtshed, 

i* Also many lots of land are] 
available for sale. 

For further details, pi 
call 

jAbdonn Real 



RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 


00£j 0Q 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Mai Amman, near 
AhFiyyah Girls School 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 63S963 


P £>UNC\ ftcSTflUtf ANT 


AUTHENTld 

CHINESE | ‘ 
CUISINE 
elegant 

colorful atmosphere 
moderate prices 
shemmni_iel :b6Q250 
(closed on njoodays) 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities - 
Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

x 6:30 - Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

size 30% larger 

• From enlarge- 
meat 20 x 30 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grin til ays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swcfieh tel: 823891 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

iffTsmnnr 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-T1.30pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519. 659520 
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Amman’s 

^exclusive gift shop' 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumesjighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 
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The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


l»AI!OTEL 

||j£i|l|ls 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 238SJ3 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatniates and 
Businessmen 
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Bubka sets world pole 
vault record of 6.10m 


SAN SEBASTIAN. Spain (AP) 
— The scoreboard at the Anoeta 
Sports Pavilion said 6.10 metres. 
But Sonet pole vaulter Sergei 
Bufcfca was thinking in feet. 

Btibka became The first pole 
vaulter to break the 20-foot bar- 
rier Friday. dedicating the latest 
in his string of world records to 
athleti rs fans in the United 
States. 

“I'm happy because this is 
going to get a lo: cf attention in 
America." he said in a telephone 
interview shortly after sailing 
cleanly ever the bar on his first 
attempt at the world record 
height. 

“This is a gift to the United 
States." he toid Spanish repor- 
ters. 

The vault broke his own indoor 
record of 19 feet. llVa inches 
16.0$ metres) set last month. 

Like so many times before, 
3ubka closed out the internation- 
al meet. All the other events had 
ended and his pole vautl oppo- 
nents had already bowed out 
when he told the judges to set the 
bar at 6.10. 

Fellow Soviet Viktor Ryzhenk- 
ov and Bubka both cleared 19- 
4 7 *, (5.91 metres). But Bubka 
watched as Ryzhenkov missed 
three times at 19-31* (6.01 


metres). 

With the Spanish crowd cheer- 
ing, Bubka tromped down the 
runway, planted his special super- 
rigid pole and twisted his way 
over the bar. Afterwards, he 
broke into a smile and did a short 
victory jog with his right hand 
raised in triumph. 

It was the second time in a 
week that the 27-yea r-old Bubka 
had attempted to vault 20 feet. 
He failed at that height three 
times last Saturday at the World 
Indoor Championships in Seville. 

“It was very good tonight." 
Bubka said. “I was in good form 
and I thought I was going to 
break the record." 

Bubka, who was also the first 
man to clear six metres indoors, 
holds the outdoor record at 19- 
101* (6.06 metres). 

The Soviet star stole the show 
from American sprinter Carl 
Lewis, who earlier had finished 
third in the 60-metre dash in his 
first indoor appearance in two 
years. The U.S. star spent 15 
minutes signing autographs afrer 
the race. 

Lewis underwent arthroscopic 
surgery on his right knee in Octo- 
ber, one month after his last 
outdoor appearance, and said at 
the time he would forego the 


indoor season again. But he 
apparently was lured by a high 
appearance fee. 

He told Spanish reporters he 
was confident he would improve 
considerably once the outdoor 
season begins and added he plan- 
ned no more indoor appearances 
this year. 

Lews clocked a. modest 6.74 
seconds, behind winner Chidi 
fmoh of Nigeria at 6.S3 and 
runner-up Raymond Steward of 
Jamaica, who finished in 6.62. 

Lewis, the 100-metre world re- 
cord holder and two-time Olym- 
pic gold medalist at that distance, 
said he had been hampered by a 
poor stan because he was rusty. 

“My technique on the first few 
metres is not all worked out and 
that cost me," the Spanish agency 
EFE quoted him as saying. 

Lewis looked clumsy out of the 
blocks and needed to rally from 
sixth place in the field of seven to 
finish where he did. 

Tmoh's time was only five- 
hundredths of a second slower 
than American Leroy Burrell's 
month-old world record of 6.14. 

In other events. American 
Greg Foster repeated his World 
Championship triumph in the 60- 
metres hurdles. 


Duchesnays win dance routine at 
World Figure Skating Championships 


MUNICH, Germany (AP) — In- 
novative routines have made the 
Duchesnays popular since the 
19S8 Olympics, when they stole 
the spotlight with their “jungle" 
routine. 

But it took a remake of an old 
routine to finally give them a 
major international title. 

Meanwhile, Americans Kristi 
Yamaguchi and Tonya Harding 
continue their figure skating bat- 
tle awaiting word whether Midori 
ltd. banged and bruised, will be 
able to compete. 

Isabelle and Paul Duchesnay 
took the ice dance title Friday 
whh a narrow decision over two 
Soviet couples. 

A hasty decision to opt for a 
continuation of last year's popu- 
lar and successful “Missing” 
routine — dubbed “Missing IF 
— may have been questioned. 
But it also won. 

Five of the nine judges gave the 
Duchesnays the nod. The other 
four first place votes went to 


Maia Usova and Alexander Zhu- 
lin of the Soviet Union. 

But in the complicated scoring 
system second went to two-time 
champions Marina Klimova and 
Sergei Ponomarenko who gamed 
enough seconds to edge past 
Usova-Zhulin. 

At the European competition 
in late January, Klimova- 
Ponomarenko edged the Duches- 
nays. That caused the French- 
Canadian sister and brother to 
make a change from an abstract 
routine to an offshoot of their 
“Missing" programme. It won the 
free dance portion last year and 
put them second overall. 

For Harding it’s a different 
story. 

She’s in her first world com- 
petition and is in second place 
behind American teammate 
Yaraaguchi. 

But the one to worry about is 
Ito, in third, the top free skater in 
the world the last three years. 

If Ito wins the final free skat- 


Ireland calls up Sheedy 
for game against England 


LONDON [R) — Ireland coach 
Jack Charlton has named Kevin 
Shcedv in his squad for the Euro- 
pean Championship qualifier 
with England on March 27. 
although the Overton midfielder 
has not plaved for a month be- 
cause of j hamstring injury. 

Charlton will he hoping 
Shcedv . who scored for Ireland in 
their I 1 World C up draw with 
England last June, will recover in 
time to add Ins experience to a 
side deprived of Captain Mick 
MeC.inhv and Liverpool midfiel- 
der Ronnie Whelan. 

Whelan is recovering from a 
broken leg and will not he fit 


enough lo face England in the 
crucial Group 7 match at Wemb- 
ley, while central defender 
McCarthy, who plays for second 
division Millwall. has damaged 
knee ligaments. 

Charlton, however, is able to 
recall Liverpool midfielder Ray 
Houghton and Real Socicdad 
striker John Aldridge, both of 
whom missed last month's friend- 
ly victory over Wales. 

Ireland and England both have 
three points from two qualifying 
games, but Ireland lead the group 
on goal difference. The two 
fought out A l-l draw in Dublin 
• last November. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TAN HAM HlftSCH 
WC IHtamt HMh Sa»WM. Ine. 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— East -West vulnerable, as 

South you bold: 

♦XT 652 7 Ql 05432 ."Void *87 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North EkK South West 

Pass I : 7 

Wha: action do you take? 

A.— If p inner has a good fit for 
either of your suits, your side can 
probably Lake a loi of tricks on of- 
fense— but very few on defense. 
However, with only three points in 
high cards there is no action you can 

lake which is noi fraught with dan- 
ger, Partner will always presume 
>ou have considerably more than 
you do. and that could spell trouble. 
Pass. 

Q.2— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ K8 T KQ 10653 I K95 483 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump. Wha: do you respond? 
A.— -If partner has a maximum no 
trump wiiha good fit, this hand has 
distinct slam possibilities. There- 
fore. don’t make the shutout bid of 
four hearts. Instead, jump to three 
hearts, forcing, and see how partner 
reacts. 

QJ — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

4K8 T KQ 70653 CK95 *83 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

I NT Pass 3 V Pass 

3 NT Pus ? 

What action do you take? 

A.— By a narrow margin, we prefer 
a pass to a corrscnon to four hearts. 
Ail thoughts of slam are out the 
window. There ore some few hands 
where partner <vffl be able to make 
nine tricks at i to trump, but 10 U 


hearts are beyond reach — in the suit 
contract there's always the risk of 
encountering a bad trump break. 
We won’t fault you, however, for 
bidding four hearts. 

Q.4— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*K8 TKQ10653 MC95 483 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 NT Pass 3 *7 Paw 

4 7 Pass 7 

What action do yon take? 

A.— Yes, there are hands partner 
could hold where six hearts makes, 
but there is no sensible way to inves- 
tigate. Pass. You were only going to 
initiate a slam probe if partner could 
cue-bid in response to your jump. 

QJS — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*9 7Q73 :AKJ6 *QJ762 

What is your opening bid? 

A.— To pave the way for an easy 
rebid, we would depan from the 
principle of initiating action in our 
longer suit. Instead, we would open 
the bidding with one diamond and 
rebid two dubs should partner re- 
spond one no trump or one spade. 

Q.fr—As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4 9 7Q73 0KK5 4AQJ62 

What is your opening bid? 

A.— Here, there’s too much of a 
discrepancy in suit quality to open 
one diamond with the intention of 
rebidding two dubs. We would 
open one dub and pass a one-no- 
trump response, or rebid one no 
trump should partner respond one 
spade. 


ing, she will re-take the title she 
won in 1989 but lost last year 
when she was hopelessly behind 
in compulsory figures and 
finished second to Jill Trenary of 
the U.S. 

But Trenary is gone and so are 
the figures. 

Ito was nearly gone Friday as 
she fell over a barrier in the 
original programme. 

She was hospitalised briefly 
and suffered braises on the foot 
and hip. As of Friday eight, 
according to the medical officials, 
it was still uncertain whether she 
win be able to compete in Satur- 
day’s final programme. 

Yamaguchi (fid not know about 
Ito’s accident until after the com- 
petition. 

“I had no idea it happened. It’s 
an unfortunate thing. That’s why 
I try to keep my jumps in mid- 
dle." Yamaguchi said. 

Christi Ness, her coach, said 
she intentionally didn’t mention 
anything to Yamaguchi. 

“I didn’t want to tell Kristi 
about Ito's accident," Ness said. 
“It’s like a car accident. People 
slow down to watch. I didn't want 
her to slow down.” 

Harding knew about it when 
she returned to the rink. 

Harding had to relax in the 
hotel after she skated early in the 
afternoon. She suffers from 
Asthma and takes about an hour 
to recover from her routine be- 
tween the excitement and exer- 
tion. 

She came back to see bow Ito 
was doing. “I came to sec if she is 
OK,” Harding said. “I feel really 
bad about it. To compete against 
her would be great. I hope she’s 
OK." 


Tyson 
faces 1 st 
real test 
since 
losing title 

LAS VEGAS (R) — Mike Tyson 
faces his toughest examination 
since losing the world 
heavyweight title when he fights 
Canada's Donovan “Razor" 
Ruddock Monday. 

Ruddock will not have to go far 
to test Tyson more than the two 
would-be fighters he has met 
since losing the crown 13 months 
ago. 

Tyson, in exercises intended to 
salve his psyche as much as shar- 
pen his ring skills, flattened Hen- 
ry Tillman in two minutes 47 
seconds of the first round last 
June and stopped Alex Stewart in 
shorter time last December. 

In fact, the biggest question is 
whether Ruddock. 25-1. will be 
too much too soon for Tyson 
after James “Buster" Douglas 
took him apart in Tokyo, finally 
ending his misery with a 10th 
round knockout. 

The undercard of the fight, in 
an outdoor arena at the Mirage 
Hotel, has 73-0 Julio Cesar 
Chavez of Mexico defending his 
WBC super-lightweight and IBF 
junior-welterweight titles against 
American John Duplessis. 

WBC champion Maurice 
Blocker meets IBF holder and 
fellow American Simon Brown 
for the Unified Welterweight 
Championship. 

And, in a nod to nostalgia, 
39-yea r-old war horse Roberto 
Duran will come out of retire- 
ment for the third time in a 
super-middleweight bout against 
14—1 American Pat Lawlor. 

But it is Tyson versus Ruddock 
that will pull in the crowds. 

Ruddock, at 1.9 metres, is at 
least 10 centimetres taller than 
Tyson and the Jamaican-born 
Canadian has a 28 ems advantage 
in reach. 

* Perhaps more significant is 
Ruddock's ability to "punch up" 
instead of down as a bigger man 
usually does. 

Ruddock, also has a dangerous 
punch that is a. sort of combina- 
tion left-hook uppercut, which 
left tough heavyweight conten- 
der Michael Dokes slumped un- 
conscious on the canvas for sever- 
al minutes last April. 

Many people believe Tyson, 
39-1 , should have moved up more 
gradually from the likes of 1111- 
man and Stewart to a fighter not 
as dangerous as Ruddock. 

While Tyson is 5-1 on favourite 
to stop Ruddock, the former un- 
disputed champion is putting at 
risk a huge payday against the 
winner of next month's Evander 
Holyfield-George Foreman . title 
bout. 

Tyson is guaranteed S2 to S3 
million for fighting Ruddock and 
a sizeable cut of the pay-per-view 
television revenue. Ruddock will 
receive a flat rate of about S2 
million. 

It is estimated that Tyson could 
earn upwards of S20 million 
against Holyfield or Foreman. 


Shriver, Mayotte win at 
Florida tennis tournament 


KEY BISCAYNE, Florida (R) 
— Pam Shriver and Tim Mayotte, 
two Americans attempting to re- 
suscitate faded tennis careers, 
each scored a much-needed vic- 
tory at the $2.25 million Interna- 
tional Players Championship. 

Shriver, a 28-year-old ranked 
115th after once being rated num- 
ber three in the world, needed 
two dose sets to beat 18-year-old 
qualifier Miriam Oremans of the 
Netherlands, 6-3. 7-5, in her first- 
round match. 

Mayotte, ranked 105 but a for- 
mer regular in the top 10, strug- 
gled in the first set but closed out 
a confident 7-5, 6-2 victory over 
fellow-American Malivai 
Washington, ranked 85. 

None of the seeded players saw 
action on the opening day. 

Shriver, who had missed 
almost a year with a serious 
shoulder injury, has not advanced 
beyond the third round since 
returning to competition in Janu- 
ary. 

Against Oremans, she found 
her serve and volley game chal- 
lenged by a young player who 
made masterful use of the passing 
shot and lob. 

Oremans made a nervous start, 
allowing the first set to slip away 


6-3. but broke Shriver at will in 

the second set. 

Seven of 12 games in the 
second set were service breaks 
but Shriver continued to charge 
the net until Oremans’s passing 
shots finally lost their punch. 

After trailing 4-3, Oremans 
won the next two games, but the 
American fought back to break 
Oremans for 6-5 as the Dutch 
player netted a forehand. 

Shriver saved one break point 
when serving for the match, and 
ended it when Oremans returned 
a serve into the net. 

“I just need to play matches,” 
said Shriver, who had shoulder 
surgery last June. “Tm getting 
more confident all the time. 
There were just a few unforced 
errors and indecisive moments." 

Meanwhile sixth-seeded Goran 
Ivanisevic of Yugoslavia with- 
drew from the International Play- 
ers Championships because of a 
fracture of his left index finger 
suffered during practice Thurs- 
day. 

Ivanisevic said he expected to 
be sidelined for two to three 
weeks and would have to miss the 
next round of Davis Cup as a 
result of the injury. 


Bayern Munich back on top 


BONN (R) — Roland Wohlfarth. 
the German league's leading 
scorer, was again on rhe mark as 
champions Bayern Munich dis- 
lodged Werder Bremen from the 
top of the Bundesliga with a 3-0 
victory over Karlsruhe. 

He scored Bayern’s third goal 
with a clever lob from close range 
in the 55th minute to bring his 
season's tally to 15 from 21 
matches as the Bavarians took a 
one-point lead at the top. 

Werder. the 1988 champions, 
were beaten 3-2 at Hamburg. 

Danish international Brian 
Laudrup’s 18th minute goal was 
the highlight of a first half which 
Bayern struggled to dominate 
against a defensive Karlsruhe side 
who are battling in the lower half 
of the table. 

But Bayern played with more 
zeal after the break. Stefan 
Effenberg scored after five mi- 
nutes following a good run from 
Laudrup to steer Bayern towards 
a confidence-boosting win. ahead 
of their crucial European Cup 


clash with Porto next Wednes- 
day. 

Jupp Heynckes’s side drew 1-1 
at home against the Portuguese in 
the first leg of their quarter-final 
tie. 

Bayern's Stefan Reuter, who is 
set to join Italy's Juventus next 
season, slotted well into the 
libero position he will occupy 
against Porto in the absence of 
German World Cup player Klaus 
Augenthaler. 

The veteran sweeper will miss 
the tie after being sent off in the 
first leg. 

"We could have scored more 
goals tonight.” Reuter said. "But 
it is going to be a very difficult 
task against Porto." 

Werder have won only- once in 
27 visits to their northern rivals 
Hamburg since 1976. 

Hamburg made it clear early 
on that they were not going to let 
the record slip, taking a 2-0 half- 
time lead with goals from Diet- 
mar Beiersdorfer and Pole Jan 
Furtok, 


Depleted Marseille picks 
a point against St. Etienne 


PARIS (R) — Depleted French 
champions Marseille picked up a 
point in St. Etienne Friday thanks 
to a goal from- rebel striker Eric 
Cantona 

Cantona, dropped from the 
squad which drew with AC MBan 
in the European Cup nine days 
ago for refusing a place on the 
substitutes’ bench, scored a 20th 
minute equaliser in a 1-1 draw. 

Czechoslovak midfielder Lubo- 
mir Moravrik had given the home 
tide the lead eight minutes ear- 
lier. 

Leaders Marseille took the 
field without three first team reg- 
ulars — striker Jean-Pierre 


Papin, who has flu, injured mid- 
fielder Bernard Pardo and sus- 
pended defender Bernard Caso- 
ni. 

Midfielder Pardo, injured in 
training Thursday less than a 
week before the return match 
with Milan, needs a knee liga- 
ment operation and will be out 
for the rest of the season. 

Marseille technical director 
Franz Beckenbauer said: “I had 
the feeling our minds were not 
100 per cent on the match. Many 
of the players were thinking ab- 
out Milan. But Tm satisfied with 
the away point" 
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I THOUGHT Y3U 
handled 

THE GOME 
BBAUTIFULLl 
1 WISH A LL. 
REFEREES 
WERE LIKE VCXJ 


I LET HIM THINK HES GETTING 
HIS OWNING- THEN PL/flf/ IT -rf 

Smart an b let him h«ve it j 




FORECAST FOR SUNDAY MARCH 17, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Make sure you do nothing in the 
morning to annoy members of your 
own dan, then the evening finds, 
you are able ro get home condi- 
tions just right. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Getting in touch with others seems 
to be difficult this morning but 
later you find they are available to 
you and you can confer with them. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 

feel you have too much lack in 
your life this morning but do not 
get depressed for the evening 
brings an awareness of financial 
opportunity. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You feel you are forlorn 
and neglected this day but keep 
steadfast and this quickly changes 
and you soon become a power in 
social affairs. 

LEO; (July 22 to August 21) Your 
need for some additional factors 
through which to gain the good will 
of others is at a minimum in the 
morning but in hill flower and 
blossom later. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Your interest in the lighter side 
of life is under a cloud in the 
morning so do your job well and 
tonight you can get together with 
friends. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever worldly activity that 
seems important should be post- 
poned until after noon when you 
have it in your power to impress 
powerful persons. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 


ber 21) Now you are able to put 
into motion some new course that 
appeals to you but spend the morn- 
ing in preparation and wait until 
later before taking action. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This morning finds 
you with a great deal of work to be 
done so forego pleasures and get it 
behind you and later you are able 
to have some pleasant times. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) There are a consider- 
able number of minute things to do 
in the morning to make your hob- 
bies workable but in the evening 
you can perform with ease. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You have so many tasks to 
do you hardly know where to start 
but its best done if you prepare in 
the morning and cairythrough dur- 
ing the evening: 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You now find that whatever 
you want to put in motion requires 
a smile in the morning then the 
remainder of the day can be thor- 
oughly enjoyed. 

Today's child: If your child were 
born today he or she has the 
mental force and ability to see 
what is needed to start a new set of 
conditions in force for both indi- 
viduals .and companies who have 
pretty much gotten into a rut. Give 
this child advanced courses in mod- 
em and up to date methods for 
handling unusual situations. 

"The stars impel, they do not 
compel." What you make of your 
life is largely up fo you. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


WARRie 


2-20 



“Harriet, if you don't like my 
cigar smoke, Just say so!" 


■ Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one totter to each square, to form 
four oriflnary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLE) WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

Too much makeup, dear 

trx C±h 



KLEAY 



JL 





NAREY 


ice 
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ROPEN 
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ICE 
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SOME WOMEN WHO 
ARE THE “PICTURE 4 ' 
OF HEALTH AKE 
sJU&T 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

(Answers Monday) 

Jumbtoc MAGIC TUNED GUILTY HANDED 
Answer: When he related the story ol the day's catch, 
he would usually go TO ANY 


Yesterday's 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Kenneth Witte 


ACROSS 

1 Weak 

5 Fellow 

9 — in the back 
(betrays) 

14 Poetry pieces 

15 Exceptional 

16 Edison's — 
Park 

17 Record 
IB Dies — 

19 Bay window 

20 Words of 
surprise 

23 Sediment 

24 Gr. letter 

25 Herring kin 
28 Bernhardt 
31 Certain deg. 
34 Gap 

36 — Cruces 

37 Lewis' 

Street" 

38 Elated 

41 Dilly 

42 Gun org. 

43 Amount of 
printed 
malarial 

44 Young boy 

45 — and a leg 
(exorbitant 
price] 

47 Cares for 
excessively 

46 Crude metal 
49 Old Gr. coin 
5i Fast asleep 
56 Billiards shot 

59 Erie sight 

60 Sp. painter 

61 Gomez 
Addams 
portrayer 

62 Neglect 

53 Secondhand 
64 Case for 
valuables 
85 Baffling 
66 Being 

DOWN 

1 IL city 

2 Entrance 

3 Disarray 

4 Moving stairs 

5 Felony 
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mourat VBOi8? 

All Rights Reserves 


6 Torment 

7 Soviet sea 

8 Marmalade 
ingredient 

.9 Sleek 

10 — cotta 

11 Indigo source 

12 Ran as cofors 

13 Musical note 

21 Rigged 
contest 

22 — out 
(renege) 

25 — from the . 
hip (act 
rashly] 

25 Auricle 

27 Gave a to 

29 Sacrifice site 

30 Campus cheer 40 Relict 

31 Jean Paul — 45 Fervid 

32 Balderdash 48 Angora yam 

33 Mountain 48 Desert delight 

Chain 50 A Ford 

35 Poem type 51 Ban 

37 Carson opener 52 It royal family 

39 Monk 53 Reed 


Yesterday's Parfe Solved: 


JUULJ LJQL1BU HUUQ 

Qgnaa aaau 
uanHQagaciaaaMrj 
ana oona qbbeiq 
n „^pB □□□□ 

□□oan unun liqb 
unmonamuaLjaaijiaLi 
UQI3 Haag QUQDQ 
□HHQODDQ OQOQia 
„ □□□□ noon 
annaa shod qbb 
QQQ aaQauaaaaaaa 
□□bqq □uflu 
BQHa HEJHBEi BBEJD 


54 Heavy reading 

55 Diana or 
Betsy 

56 Alkaline 
solutions 

57 Miami 
county 

58 Fellow 
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jEconomy 

Asian contract workers expect 
rich pickings from Gulf war 


MANILA (R) — Indian trader 
Francis D 'Souza may soon be 
selling caipets in Kuwait again. 
And Filipino mechanic Jun Roble 
may be back in his old job fixing 
machines at a bottling plant in 
Riyadh. 

D ’Souza of Bombay and Roble 
of Laguna province in the Philip- 
pines are among tens of 
thousands of Asian workers who 
fled the Gulf after Iraqi troops 
invaded Kuwait. 

Cash-strapped governments 
from Pakistan to the Pacific rim 
say most of them want to go back 
and predict a flood of workers 
returning to the Gulf with the end 
of the war. 

“Hopefully, with the onset of 
this peace, our workers, with the 
skills that they have, will be able 
to go back again," said Jose 
Sarmiento, chief of the Philip- 
pines Overseas Employment 
Administration. 

Philippine congressman Jose 
de Venecia said the rebuilding of 
Gulf cities and towns devastated 
by the war could create up to 
300,000 jobs for Filipino contract 
workers. 

Manila officials said rebuilding 
Kuwait alone could take five 
years at a cost of S100 billion. 
Other estimates have run much 


higher. 

The promise of big dollar re- 
mittances has triggered a scram- 
ble among Asian governments for 
job orders. 

The United Nations Economic 
and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific (ESCAP) said the 
war and the international trade 
embargo against Iraq weakened the 
balance of payments of eight 
countries m the region by more 
than S7 billion. 

It said the eight countries — 
Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, 
Papua New Guinea, the Philip- 
pines, South Korea, Sri Lanka 
and Thailand — lost nearly SI. 5 

billion in remittances from work- 
ers who fled the Gulf. 

About 72,000 Sri Lankans, 
nearly 40,000 Filipinos, more 
than 9.000 Thais and tens of 
thousands of Indians, Pakistanis 
and Bangladeshis left their jobs 
and returned to their countries 
after the August invasion. They 
included thousands of house- 
maids. 

Many of the workers, like 
D'Souza and Roble, found them- 
selves jobless at home. 

“I was offered 1.500 rupees 
(SSOj per month," Bombay work- 
er Joseph Monteiro said in an 
interview. “I felt like I was being 


asked to work for free.” 

Monteiro had been earning 
12,000 rupees (S650) for 24 years 
as machine operator in Saudi 
Arabia before the crisis. 

Jobless Pakistani returnees 
have found .themselves drawing 
on their life savings. Many com- 
plain that banks refuse to honour 
drafts of remittances they sent 
home before the Iraqi invasion or 
to convert Kuwaiti currency they 
brought with them. 

Pakistan is sending a high-level 
delegation to Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait this week to seek job 
opportunities for Pakistani work- 
ers, government sources said. 

Labour and Manpower Minis- 
ter Mohammad Ejaz UI Haq, 
who will lead the team, said he 
hoped 150,000 Pakistani workers 
could be accommodated in 
Kuwait. 

The Indian government, which 
lost at least $300 million in remitt- 
ances alone during the Gulf crisis, 
has set up a ministerial commit- 
tee to identify reconstruction pro- 
jects India might win. 

Indian companies say they 
hope they can comer as much as 
$10 billion of business. 

Waiy of the competition, the 
Philippines is sending Labour 


Secretary Ruben Torres to the 
Gulf to lobby for jobs for Filipi- 
nos. 

President Coro 20 n Aquino’s 
chief of staff, Oscar Orbos, said 
the end of the war opened “great 
opportunities" for Filipino con- 
struction, services and the man- 
power exporting companies. 

“The government will do ev- 
erything within its means to make 
Filipino entities competitive.*' 
Orbos told a manpower confer- 
ence in Manila last week. 

The familiar sight of jobless 
Filipinos in long queues outside 
job recruiting agencies m Manila 
disappeared when allied bombs 
fell on Iraq on Jan. 17. 

“Now the deluge is back." said 
receptionist Vangie Custodio of 
Ad Overseas Placement Agency. 
“Many of our job applicants want 
to go to Kuwait." 

At least 50 per cent of the more 
than 9,000 Thais who returned 
home are eager to go back, said 
Sanring Sononchai, manager of 
the O.P.S. Group (1984.) Co Ltd, 
a Bangkok recruitment agency. 

“They'd go back to any country 
in the area except Libya, where 
many have been cheated of their 
salaries by unscrupulous em- 
ployers and job recruiters,” Sam- 
ing said. 


Kuwaitis accuse government 
of incompetence over shortages 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaitis, 
angered by the lack of food, 
water and electricity two weeks 
after liberation, are increasingly 
accusing their government of in- 
competence over the shortages. 

“At least until the Iraqis left, 
we had food -and water. Now 
there is none of anything," said a 
bank executive who endured the 
seven-month Iraqi occupation. 

Palestinians and other foreign 
residents complain that what little 
food is arriving is being distri- 
buted only to Kuwaitis, with 
meagre left-overs for foreigners 
who form the majority of the 
emirate’s population. 

"The trouble is, people are 
impatient because the govern- 
ment promised more than they, 
could -deliver; - -said Tariq- 'Ai.- 1 
Barak, hej»d ofthp/fCuwait Supply' - , 
Company which imports subsi- ! 
dised food for the government. 

“So many ministries want their 
supplies. They need supplies to 
put out the oil fires, supplies of 
water, rhe ministry of electricity 
needs spare parts, the ministry of 
municipalities wants to bring 
equipment to dean up the city, 
but there is only a limited capac- 
ity of roads and the Iraqis took all 
our trucks," he told Reuters in an 
interview. 

Barak denied there was any 


discrimination against Palesti- 
nians. He produced lists which he 
said proved that supplies were 
being issued in Palestinian neigh- 
bourhoods. 

In the Shuweikh neighbour- 
hood, at least 500 people queued 
for free bread Saturday at one of 
seven bakeries functioning in the 
city. Only one production line 
was working and there were sepa- 
rate queues for Kuwaitis and 
Palestinians. 

“God only knows when the 
shops will reopen," a stoical 
Kuwaiti said as he waited for his 
ration of five flat pittas. 

Two dozen academics, doctors 
and artists demonstrated against 
the government earlier this week 
, to protest at the inadequate and 
haphazard -distribution -of> food. ’ 

Kuwaitis.are .particularly miseri 
able because the problems come 
on the eve of Ramadan. 

Many Kuwaitis are trying to get 
out of the emirate and witnesses 
said there was a two-mile queue 
to cross the Saudi border. 

But some say the government 
is withholding passport stamps 
ensuring they will be allowed ro 
return. They also say the govern- 
ment is not allowing Palestinians 
to leave. 

Barak said his organisation did 
not know what food supplies 


were coming from neighbouring 
Saudi Arabia until they arrived. 
Witnesses said some 200 trucks 
were lined up on the Saudi side of 
the border Friday but none was 
moving. 

Barak said the government's 
biggest mistake was to hand out 
free food. 

“Becdause it is being distri- 
buted free, people are grabbing 
goods they don’t need and those 
who do need are not getting 


them," he said. 

He said the government had 
ignored advice to give people 
money so they would only buy 
the goods they needed. 

"We had a distribution net- 
work with 40 outlets at coopera- 
tive stores that worked up to the 
last day of the occupation. But 
when the government came in 
from outside, they wanted to start 
from zero,” he said. 

“They won't learn from our 
experience." he pointed out. 


Dollar seen to 
against dinar in 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The American 
dollar appeared to be con- 
tinuing a downward slide in 
Amman’s black market Satur- 
day with dealers offering rates 
less than quoted by the Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ). 

Banking experts and dealers 
said the market was plentiful of 
the greenback, and they ex- 
pected the black market to 
remain static in the days to 
come as more of the currency 
is brought into the country by 
Jordanian expatriates in the 
Gulf. 

“The market is awash with 
dollars of Jordanian residents of 
Kuwait,” said a dealer, who 
attributed the rise in supply of 
the currency to the unfreezing 
of Kuwait residents’ accounts 
in European banks. ‘The con- 
ventional supply and market 
forces have taken over and the 
result is the decline of black 
market rates," he pointed out. 

Many Jor danian expatriates 
in Kuwait maintained foreign 
accounts in Europe, mostly in 
London and Switzerland, but 
these accounts were complete- 
ly frozen in line with an inter- 


national move adopted after 
Iraq invaded Kuwait in August 
last year. The resolution called 
for a total suspension of all 
dealings in assets and accounts 
of the Kuwaiti government and 
residents of Kuwait. 

The measure, which was 
subsequently amended to ex- 
clude dealings authorised by 
the toppled emiri government, 
was mostly lifted since the end 
of the Gulf war and liberation 
of Kuwait early this month. 
This allowed individual 
account holders to operate the 
accounts and many Jordanian 
expatriates have been transfer- 
ring part of their money home, 
banking officials said. 

The dollar was traded at 
between 670 to 675 fils in the 
black market Saturday, in the 
same range set officially by die 
Central Bank, compared with 
750 fils to 760 fils in the first 
few days of panic buying after 
the Iraqi invasion- of Kuwait. 

Many Jordanians who found 
themselves penniless in the 
wake of the Iraqi-imposed 
strict limitations imposed on 
withdrawals of their deposits 
and ravings in Kuwaiti banks in 
addition to the freeze of 
accounts abroad have been tiv- 


World Bank lends 
Iran $250 million 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
World Bank said it approved a 
$250 million loan for Iran, its first 
credit for the country since 1974. 

Some diplomats described the 
loan as a reward for Iran's sup- 
port of the United States and its 
allies in the Gulf war against Iraq. 
But bank officials said the orga- 
nisation was working on the cre- 
dit before Baghdad's invasion of 
Kuwait. 

The loan, with a variable in- 
terest rate and a 15-year matur- 
ity, is earmarked for rebuilding 


Iran after an earthquake last June 
that killed some 35.0U0 people 
and destroyed the homes of 
500,000. the World Bank said. 

"The cost of reconstruction is 
estimated at over S5 billion." it 
raid. 

Iran turned its back on the 
World Bank during the late 
Ayatollah Khomeini regime, but 
under President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafranjani, has sought 
foreign help to revive its shat- 
tered economy after eight years 
of war with Iraq. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Sunday, March 16, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 

Boy 

673.0 

Sd 

677.0 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

468.1 

491.0 

Pound Sterling 

1225.2 

1232.6 

Dutch guilder 

371.4 

373.6 

Dcnrscbemark 

418.4 

420.9 

Swedish crown 

114.7 

115.4 


482.5 

485.4 - 

Italian lira (for 100) 

56.1 

56.4 

French franc 

122.9 

123.6 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

203.2 

204.4 


Profits of top Hong Kong bank drop 35% 


HONG KONG (R) — The Hon- 
gkong and Shanghai- Banking^ 
Corporation confirmed' the most 
pessimistic forecasts'by posting a 
35 per cent decline in 1990 pro- 
fits, leaving analysts hoping the 
decks had been cleared. 

Chairman William Purves said 
much of this first decline for more 
than 20 years in the bank's profits 
was due to provisions for losses 
by U.S. and Australian interests 
and the world economic down-, 
turn. 

"Provided the bank used this 
opportunity to make further pro- 
visions, you could argue that the 
worse the results, the better the 
share price because you're start- 
ing with a clean slate," said James 
Osborn, assistant director at Bar- 
ing Securities. 

Hongkong Bank, the largest 
non-Japanese Asian bank, posted 
a net profit after tax and transfers 
to inner reserves for calendar 
1990 of 3.09 billion dollars ($385 
million) against 4.77 billion ($61 1 
million) in 1989. 

Analysts said it appeared the 


bank bad been ruthless in getting 
all the bad news oyer with. in 
1990, a yfear that has been' a poof 
one for financial institutions worl- 
dwide. 

“They’ves taken it on the 
chin,” said John Mulcahy, re- 
search director at Peregrine 
Brokerage, referring to the 221 
million Australian dollar ($287 
million) charge for doubtful 
debts, bad debt provisions and 
suspended interest on loans re- 
ported by Hongkong Bank of 
Australia. 

Analysts detected a similar de- 
termination over the group's 
European securities arm, the 
James Capel Group, which suf- 
fered a £30.3 million ($55 million) 
loss, and over the Hongkong 
Bank’s wholly-owned Marine 
Midland Bank of New York, hard 
hit by provisions against property 
debt. 

Marine Midland posted a 1990 
net loss of $295.6 million. 

Mulcahy said a question mark 
.hung over future performance of 
Marine Midland but tipped an 


improvement in 1991. 

- Hongkong Bank, founded in 
1865 to finance -British anti Amer- 
ican 'China- trade, said: its -Hong 
Kong and Asian operations per- 
formed well. Analysts expect the 
trend to continue. 

The bank has considerable in- 
fluence in the British colony still, 
printing about 80 per cent of the 
currency and performing many of 
the functions of a central bank. 

“It's too early to tell if the 
cancer has all been cut out like a 
patient after an operation it's in 
for a long period of rehabilita- 
tion," said Barry Yates, director 
of international research at Asia 
Equity Holdings. 

Some analysts viewed Purves’s 
remark that despite poorer re- 
sults, the bank had managed to 
make transfers to inner reserves 

— one of Hong Kong’s best-kept 
secrets — as grounds for optim- 


ism. 

The bank, in common with 
previous- practice, made no state- 
ment on- the inner reserves. 
Analysts said estimates could tot- 
al between 10 to 45 billion dollars 
($1.3 billion to $5.7 billion) but 
were at best guesses. 

On Feb. 3 Chairman William 
Purves said the bank may reveal 
its inner reserves to comply with 
planned European Community 
bank disclosure rules. 

The bank plans to shift its 
registration to Britain from Hong 
Kong in the run-up to 1997, when 
China resumes sovereignty of the 
colony. 

“I expect this year (1991) to be 
comprehensively better than last 
year,” said Mulcahy, who tenta- 
tively forecast 1991 profits could 
rise as high as four billion dollars 
($513 million). 
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Furnished Studio Apartment 
For Rent 

Jabal Amman - 4th Circle 
For more information please call 644963 


PASSPORT LOST 

1, Kartar Singh s/o Joga Singh, lost my passport (No. 
470720) issued at Indian Embassy, Amman. 

if anybody finds please call telephone 818901. 


FOR SALE 

Mercedes 200 accidented car, 1988 model duty free; Mazda 
929 1986 model, duty free. 

Available at WHO building — Dahyah Al Hussein - 
ex-Social Security Building - Opposite Housing Bank. 

Last day for receiving closed bids: Tuesday, March 19, 
1991. 


FURNISHED SEMI ATTACHED 
VILLA FOR RENT 

300 m 2 , 2 storey, 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, maid 
room, fully equipped kitchen, garden, garage, 
central heating, ...etc. 

Urn Uthainah, interested? 

Call 621807, (09-802160) 
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remain static 
Amman market 


mg off their relatives and 
friends after fleeing the emi- 
rate to Jordan. 

“Now I can repay my 
debts," said Hussein K&mal. 
an accountant whose deposits 
of over £100,000 remained 
frozen at a London bank 
throughout the crisis. M I have 
already transferred pan of the 
deposits to Amman,” added 
Kamal, who lived in Kuwait 
for 17 years before leaving the 
emirate in September. 

The accountant, however, 
does uot know what will be- 
come of his savings in Kuwaiti 
dinars held at a bank in 
Kuwait. 

“I have been told by friends 
that I could withdraw the 
money as and when banks be- 
come operational," he said. 
“But no-one seems to know 
when.” 

Black market trading in the 
dollar was presumably thin 
Saturday, according to banking 
experts and dealers. “The only 
advantage for sellers in the 
black market is that they do 
not have to pay any commis- 
sion," said a dealer referring to 
the obligatory service charges 
levied by commercial banks. 

However, banking circles 
expected the black market to 
survive in view of CBJ regula- 
tions on sale of foreign curren- 
cy by commercial banks, the 
only legal outlet for foreign 
exchange following the closure 
of private exchange houses in 
early 1989. 

Availability of Kuwaiti 

dinars becomes short 

In the meantime, Kuwaiti 
dinars appeared to have dis- 
appeared from the black mar- 
ket after surfacing in the initial 
days after the liberation of 
Kuwait and the end of the Gulf 
war on Feb. 28. 

Security sources said they 
had arrested several people 
and seized large amounts of 
Kuwaiti dinars before they 
could enter the market in the 
first week of March. 

“It was only a precautionary 


measure,” said a senior secur- 
ity source pointing out to the 
possibility that “unrclcased 
Kuwaiti dinars could have 
come into Jordan through pri- 
vate sources and entered the 
black market." 

Shortly after the Iraqi inva- 
sion, the' ousted emiri govern- 
ment accused the Iraqis of seiz- 
ing a large amount of Kuwaiti 
banknotes in various de- 
nominations, fresh mint held 
by the Central Bank of 
Kuwait, and issued a warning 
along with their serial num- 
bers. 

The government of Kuwait, 
which has returned to the emi- 
rate, has announced plans to 
withdraw the present bank- 
notes in circulation and replace 
them with fresh mint. No 
money is changing hands in 
Kuwait now since the govern- 
ment is offering relief supplies 
to its people free of cost pend- 
ing the restoration of basic 
services and amenities. 

Many Jordanian expatriates 
who have returned home are 
hanging onto their Kuwaiti di- 
nars hoping that they would be 
able to collect full value for the 
money os and when some form 
of normalcy is returned to the 
emirate, which faces a long 
way ahead in post-war recon- 
struction of its infrastructure 
and services. 

The Kuwaiti dinar, one of 
the strongest currencies in the 
international market prior to 
the invasion, was proclaimed 
equivalent to the Iraqi dinar 
and then worthless by the Iraqi 
government which also 
ordered ali dealings in the cur- 
rency terminated in early 
October. 

However, the emiri govern- 
ment. operating out of Saudi 
Arabia, had been buying the 
currency for full pre-invasion 
value from Kuwaiti nationals 
and at reduced rates from 
others through one of the big- 
gest Saudi exchange houses. 

The last rate quoted for the 
Kuwaiti dinar in the black mar- 
ket here was JD 1.7, compared 
with a pre-crisis value of JD 


Paris Club saves 
Poland 88 per cent of 
debt repayrrients 


WARSAW (R) — Poland wel- 
comed its debt reduction agree- 
ment with Western governments 
Friday and said it amounted to a 
cut of nearly 80 per cent in its 
repayments over the next three 
years. 

This was close to Warsaw's 
persistent demand for an SO per 
cent debt reduction which it has 
argued for a year is essential if it 
is to successfully rebuild and res- 
tructure its economy after 45 
years of communism. 

The Paris Gub of 16 Western 
creditor governments formally 
agreed to an immediate 30 per 
cent reduction and a further 20 
per cent after three years of the 
$33.3 billion that it holds of Po- 
land's $48.5 billion debt. 

Poland's chief debt negotiator. 
Janusz Sawicki. said on his return 
from Paris he expected that War- 
saw's commercial bank creditors 
would now start “serious negotia- 
tions” on the reduction of more 
than $11 billion Poland owes 
them. 

“The reduction means some 
$17 billion will be written off,'** 
Sawicki told Reuters. “Given the 
realities of the world of finances 
we did quite a good first step. We 
will have no capital payments 
over the next three years, and for 
several more years. The 80 per 
cent cut in the interest payments 
means we have some $600 million 


yearly to pay." 

Sawicki added: “'The agree- 
ment should decisively improve 
Poland's credit worthiness and 
make it possible for Poland to 
return to the financial world of 
the West. 

“We hope that some govern- 
ments will participate in the con- 
version of up to 10 per cent of 
capital and we hope that some 
friendly countries will also decide 
for higher than 10 per cent con- 
version," he noted. 

Sawicki declined to speculate 
which countries might be in- 
volved. 

Under the agreement, govern- 
ments may agree to a conversion 
of 10 per cent of capital into zloty- 
funds under a debt swaps facility 
to environmental and telecom- 
munications projects in Poland. 

Finance Minister Leszek Bal- 
cerowicz. architect of Poland’s 
radical economic transformation, 
hailed the agreement as an excep- 
tional solution in the history of 
the Paris Club and an expression 
of approval and support for the 
reforms. 

"We shall get big relief in the 
difficult years of the reconstruc- 
tion of the economy. And the 
timing of the reduction is impor- 
tant. It is necessary at this mo- 
ment.” Balcerowicz told the offi- 
cial news agency PAP. 


Soviet strikes spread 

MOSCOW (R) — Miners’ strikes 


in major Soviet coal-producing 
regions have spread despite stem 
warnings about the consequences 
for the economy and a govern- 
ment offer of a rich package of 
benefits. 

A spokesman for the striking 
miners in the Siberian Kuzbass, 
pressing for the resignation of 
President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
said he expected no chance in the 
situation until next week when 
pits in other areas could join the 
strike. 

“Karaganda (a major field in 
the republic of Kazakhstan) is 
expected to join the action, on 
March 18, after the referendum," 
said Alexander Smirnov, refer- 
ring to Sunday's referendum to 
determine the future shape of the 
Soviet Union. 

As the central Soviet media 
continued its criticism of the 
strike for the damage it was caus- 
ing to the economy, especially the 
metal lurgical industry, the inde- 
pendent Postfactum agency re- 


ported a government offer of 
substantial concessions. 

But the striking Kuzbass min- 
ers said they doubted the promise 
of better living conditions would 
make any difference. “It is not a 
concession from the government, 
just a repeat of 19i$," a union 
official said, 
a 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Soviet miners walked out in 1989 
but returned to work after a 
government pledge to provide 
substantial improvements in 
wages and other benefits. 

The latest patchy strike action, 
now two weeks old, has been 
fuelled by anger at the govern- 
ment's failure to honour those 
commitments. 

The strike has closed about 35 
out of 100 per cent in Kuzbass 
and about 60 of more than 200 
per cent in the Ukraine, where 
the republic’s president Leonid 
Kravchuk said it was impossible 
to meet the miners’ demands for 
better wages. 
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Serbia, Montenegro presidency representatives resign 

Croatia, fearing Yugoslav army 
crackdown, puts police on alert 


BELGRADE (R) — The Repub- 
lic of Croatia, fearing a federal 
army crackdown, said Saturday it 

had put police and reservists on 

full alert, hours after the Yugos- 
lav president resigned and 
warned of the threat of civil war. 

But in an apparent attempt to 
calm tensions in the multi-ethnic 
cocktail of six republics and two 
provinces, the Yugoslav govern- 
ment said peaceful reform was 
the only way to solve the coun- 
try's economic and political prob- 
lems. 

An official from the ruling 
Croatian Union Party said Satur- 
day police units were guarding 
key buildings in the secession- 
minded republic after the army 
failed in an attempt to introduce 
emergency measures Friday. 

“Since Friday . Croatian police 
and militia reserves were put on 
the highest state of alert. They 
were issued with weapons." said 
the official. 

Local journalists in the Croa- 
tian capital Zagreb said units 
were in front of the radio and 
television stations and the main 
post office. Residents said the 
atmosphere was otherwise calm. 

Non-Communist Croatia, the 


second largest republic, wants 
greater autonomy but Serbia, the 
biggest republic and allied to the 

Communist-dominated army, 
favours maintaining central rule. 

Croatia narrowly avoided a 
dash with the military after a 
week of tension in January. Zag- 
reb rhen ordered 20.000 police 
reservists to demobilise under an 
agreement with the army, which 
in turn cancelled ari order putting 
soldiers on combat readiness. 

On Friday, the army failed for 
the second time in three days to 
persuade the collective presiden- 
cy to accept its proposal for 
emergency measures in response 
to five days of anti-Communist 
protests in the Serbian and 
Yugoslav capital. Belgrade. 

Two people were killed and 
scores hurt in Belgrade last Satur- 
day but the violence gave way to 
a peaceful vigil which forced con- 
cessions from Serbia's Commun- 
ist rulers. 

President Borisav Jovic. a Ser- 
bian Communist who backed the 
military plan, resigned Friday 
saying the federation was edging 
toward civil war. 

Vice-President Stipe Mesic. a 
Croat, said he would act as presi- 


dent until he takes over the job 
fully in May under the annual 
rotating system introduced by 

late Yugoslav leader Josip Broz 
Tito to prevent over- 
concentration of power. 

"The country is at a critical 
stage of its disintegration." Jovic 
said in a television address. He 
accused others of taking decisions 
that could destroy the country. 

But the Yugoslav government, 
meeting in emergency session to 
discuss Jovic's shock resignation, 
said it was not too much reform 
that was unhinging the federation 
but too little. 

"Quite the opposite, their 
negation and prevention has in- 
creased tensions and deepened 
the crisis." Prime Minister Ante 
Markovic said. 

The outcome of the meeting 
suggested the hardline group, in- 
cluding Jovic and the army lead- 
ership. had lost ground. 

Alija Izetbegovic. president of 
the Republic of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. said there were no 
immediate conflicts demanding a 
military* crackdown. 

“What is endangered are the 
remnants of Yugoslavia's totalita- 
rian system." he said. "I think 


Jovic wanted to use armed force 
to defend those remnants." 

The pro-army Communist Par- 
ty and allied groups planned a 
rally in Belgrade Saturday, but a 
similar meeting outside Zagreb's 
television station was cancelled. 

The presidency representative 
from Montenegro. Yugoslavia's 
smallest and poorest republic, 
said later he too was resigning 
from the eight-member collective 
body. 

“(Nenad Burin) said he could 
not acept the continuous disin- 
tegration of Yugoslavia, its 
armed forces and all federal in- 
stitutions.” Tanjug News Agency 
said. 

Montenegro is the only repub- 
lic other than Serbia still in Com- 
munist hands and, like Serbia, 
supported the army plan. 

. In Belgrade, several thousand 
pro-Communist demonstrators 
chanted “army, amry" and waved 
banners saying “long live Yugos- 
lavia.” 

In contrst to the anti- 
Communist protests earlier this 
week, most of the demonstrators 
Saturday were older people 
rather than students. 


Liberia peace talks start without Taylor 


MONROVIA tR) — Liberian 
peace talks to end 15 months of 
civil war have finally opened with 
aides of key absentee Charles 
Taylor insisting he will still 
attend. 

The all-Liberia conference be- 
gan in the shattered capital Fri- 
day evening, six hours behind 
schedule, and adjourned 20 mi- 
nutes later. 

All the main actors were pre- 
sent bar Taylor, who said in a 
radio interview his personal 
security was at risk in Monrovia. 
The city is controlled by a West 
African peacekeeping force and 
is home to two anti-Tavlor mili- 


tias. 

But Taylor aides at the confer- 
ence still expected him to travel 
down from his base at Gbamga. 
260 kilometres inland from Mon- 
rovia. 

"Taylor's coming but 1 don't 
know when." Laveli Supuwood. 
who describes himself as justice 
minister, told reporters. 

Taylor already styles himself 
president of Africa's oldest re- 
public and says he controls 90 per 
cent of the country outside the 
capital. 

Opening the conference, which 
resumed Saturday morning. 
Gambian Foreign Minister Omar 


Sey warned delegates that failure 
would be a disaster for Liberians. 

“We remain grimly aware of 
the distance yet to be covered by 
this nation once known for its 
friendly and progressive disposi- 
tion. 

"We want peace, we want last- 
ing peace and we want it at this 
conference. The guns may be 
silent but the true objectives of 
the peace plan are yet to be 
attained." Sey. whose country is 
current chairman of the 16-nation 
Economic Community ut West 
African States (ECOWAS), said 
in a sombre speech. 


Romanian premier seeks 
to revamp ruling party 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania's 
ruling parlv opened ii> first con- 
gress since the revolution Satur- 
day with Prime Minister Pet re 
Roman seeking to turn' the 
National Salvation From (NSF) 
into a Western-style Social 
Democratic Party. 

Roman is due to deliver a 
keynote speech at the two-day 
congress, which he hopes will 
h»ost the NSF's (lagging popu- 
larity 

The congress, long overdue al- 
ter several postponements caused 
by internal nils, assembled 7ti> 
voting delegates ill a Bucharest 
sports hall to approve a party 
statute and programme for tutu re 
elections and to elect new lead- 
ership bodies. 

The NSF newspaper A/i (To- 
dav » threw its weight behind Ro- 
man '* market -economy ictomi 
taction, which faced a showdown 
with conservatives and populists 
linked to the Communist past. 

The challenge lacing Roman is 
so convert the NSF from an amor- 
phous mass of disparate factions 
— ranging from liberal capitalist 
elements ti* Sivial Democrals. 


Communists, populists and 
nationalists — into a cohesive 
modern psilitie.il party with a 
clear left-of-centre ideology. 

"As a party, the NSF is still 
weakly organised, a credible 
leadership is still missing, the list 
of unsolved political problems is 
big.” Azi said, adding that "poli- 
tical bargain hunters" and cor- 
rupt elements had appeared in 
the party. 

The NSF. originally headed by 
President Ion Ihcscu. came to 
power in the bloody December 
[9K«J revolution in which Stalinist 
dictator Nicolae Ceausescu was 
ousted and executed, ending lour 
decades of harsh onc-pany Com- 
munist rule. 

The NSF legitimised its rule in 
last May's multi-parry polk which 
it won with a two- thirds majority, 
capitalising on its revolutionary 
hero status in the eves of the 
people. 

But support for the front has 
slumped following numerous out- 
bursts ot pro- and anti -govern- 
ment political violence during the 
past 15 months and confusion 
ov e r economic reforms . 


4 U.S. policemen indicted 
in beating of motorist 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Four 
police officers were charged with 
a-s.iult and using excessive force 
in the beaimg of a motorist that 
was captured on amateur 
videotape, according to the in- 
vliclmcms. 

The case has prompted federal 
authorities to investigate com- 
plaints of police brutality nation- 
wide. 

"It is a terrible moment.” Los 
Angeles Country District Attor- 
ney Ir.i Reiner said in announcing 
the indictments betore the offic- 
ers' arraignment. 

More indictments were ex- 
, peeled, he said. 

Indicted were Sgt. Stacey 
Koon. 40. and officers Laurence 
Powell. 2S. Theodore Briseno. 

SS. and Timothy Wind. 30. a 
rookie still on probation. 

AH surrendered Friday to the 
district attorney's office and were 
arrested. 

Rodney G. King, whose beat- 
ing was recorded by a bystander 
trying out a new video camera, is 
recovering from facial surgery*. 

King. 25. w hose skull was broken 
in nine places, was in good condi- 
tion. said Steve Lerman. a 
spokesman for King's attorney. 

King was clubbed, kicked, 
shocked with a stun gun and 
stomped during a March 3 traffic 
stop after what police said was a 
chase. National television prog- 
rammes showed the tape of the 
assault. Some viewers outside the 
United States saw it played on 
their domestic TV or by watching 


U.S. Cable News Network. In all. 
there were 15 officers at the 
scene. 

The indictment charges all four 
with one count of assault with 
deadly weapon by force likely to 

produce great bodily injury. 
Koon. Powell and Wind were 
also charged with inflicting great 
bodily injury. 

All four also were charged with 
one count of violating a law that 
makes it a felony for an officer to 
unnecessarily beat any person. 
All akc* were charged in a special 
allegation that the assault was 
under colour of authority. 

The indictment also charged 
Koon and Powell with filing a 
false police report, and Koon was 
charged with being an accessory . 

Reiner said Koon allegedly- 
attempted to cover up his own 
criminal conduct and that of the 
other officers after the incident. 

In Washington Thursday. 
Attorney General Dick Thorn- 
burgh ordered the civil rights 
division's inquiry into the inci- 
dent widened to review all police 
brutality complaints to the Justice 
Department in the past six years. 

Police chief Daryl Gates, who 
has been under pressure to resign 
from community activists and 
civil rights leaders, said he wel- 
comes Thornburgh's review*. 

"Bring on his investigators. 
Look at what we've done," Gates 
said, referring to his administra- 
tion of the S. 300-officer depart- 
ment- "I'm very 1 proud of it.” 


Benin 
president 
faces 
premier in 
2nd round 
o.f elections 

COTONOU. Benin (AP) — The 
old torture house by the sea is 
empty, but pictures of its victims 
have started appearing on Be- 
nin's streets amid fears its former 
master may regain power. 

In the second round of Benin's 
first free presidential elections in 
21 years. President Mathieu 
Kerckou faces Prime Minister 
Nicephore Soglo. Although 
Kerckou trailed Sogio in the first 
round of balloting this month, 
many observers believe that those 
who voted for other candidates in 
the first round will favour Kere- 
kou on March 24. 

Kerekou got 27 per cent of the 
vote against Soglo 's 36 per cent in 
the first round, so Kerekou would 
have to win two-thirds of the 
voles of those who chose other 
candidates. Due to regional rival- 
ries and personal enmities, the 
defeated candidates appear to be 
lining up against Soglo. 

if Kerekou loses, he will be the 
first president on the African 
continent ousted by the ballot 
box. Unlike other African presi- 
dents, he did not control the 
government machinery during 
the voting, having been forced to 
hand over power a year ago to a 
caretaker government headed by 
Soglo. 

Riots and strikes forced Kere- 
kou to call a national convention, 
which set up an interim govern- 
ment that is to rule until after the 
presidential elections. 

In Cotonou and other towns, 
pamphlets with photographs of 
victims of Kerekou 's torture cells 
warned against a return to the 
harsh oppression with which he 
ruled from 1972. 

"Look at what he did to your 
children." the pamphlets say. 
"Here's what remains of our 
assassinated youth. Never again. 
Vote with respect for your newly- 
won dignity." 

“What did we fight foT, if he's 
coming back to haunt us?” asked 
businesswoman Aicha Alao. 
"Under Kerekou we lived in 
terror. 

She said schoolchildren were 
ordered to spy on their families. 
"A friend of mine is among many 
people who were detained be- 
cause his son reported he spoke 
against Kerekou." 

While his soldiers terrorised 
the population, his government 
nationalised Western companies 
and “treated the exchequer like a 
personal piggy bank,” she said. 


S. Korean 
students 
urge Roh 
to resign 

SEOUL (AP) — Thousands of 
students hurling firebombs and 
rocks clashed with riot police in 
two cities Saturday in the largest 
protest this year demanding Pres- 
ident Roh Tae-Woo's resignation 
over a bribery scandal. 

Fierce fighting was reported in 
Seoul between police and about 
10.000 students. In the southern 
city of Kwangju, about 500 stu- 
dents threw rocks and firebombs 
at police. 

Both groups demanded a new 
probe into the bribery scandal, 
the largest since Roh took office 
in 1988, as well as the president's 
ouster. 

There were no immediate re- 
ports of violence in other cities. 
The South Korean News Agency 
Yonhap said a rally in the eastern 
city of Chunchon ended peaceful- 
ly after two hours. 

Government officials said ab- 
out 25.000 riot and plainclothes 
police were deployed nationwide 
in an attempt to thwart the pro- 
tests. 

Shouting "down with Roh Tae- 
Woo." the Seoul students poured 
out of back alleys and took over a 
large section of a 10-lane tho- 
roughfare in fierce battles which 
lasted about .30 minutes. 

Squads of hel meted riot police 
fired barrages of tear gas that 
filled several blocks. Students 
threw* hundreds of firebombs and 
dug up pavement blocks from the 
sidewalks, broke them into fist- 
size chunks and hurled them at 
police. 

The protests in Seoul were the 
largest and most violent since last 
May, when 15.000 students took 
over parts of the city centre in a 
night of anti-government rioting. 


Baker ends Moscow visit without 
resolving stalemate on arms pacts 


MOSCOW (AP) — U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker ended a 
three-day visit to Moscow Satur- 
day without resolving the stale- 
mate over nuclear and conven- 
tional weapons agreements. 

Baker wound up his stay with a 
meeting with officials from the 
Baltic republics after praising the 
Kremlin for "some progress" fol- 
lowing its bloody crackdown .two 
months ago in which 22 people 
died in Latvia and Lithuania. He 
then flew on to Ankara. Turkey, 
where he will meet with President 
Turgut Ozal. 

Baker met with Moscow-based 
representatives of Estonia. Latvia 
and Lithuania at the home of 
U.S. Ambassador Jack Matlock. 

Egidijus Bickauskas. the 
Lithuanian representative, said 
after the meeting there had been 
very little movement toward 
establishing genuine dialogue 
with the Kremlin. He saw some 
progress, "but not the kind of 
progress we would like to see." 

The other representatives. 
Janis Peters of Latvia and Juri 
Kahn of Estonia, declined to 
comment on the meeting. 

Baker, following a meeting Fri- 
day with Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev Friday, said the 
Soviet leader had acted to initiate 
dialogue with the separatist re- 
publics and noted that tensions 
had been defused because some 
Soviet troops had been with- 
drawn from Latvia and 
Lithuania. 

But a spokesman for 
Lithuania's parliament said offi- 
cials in that Baltic republic have 
not seen “any evidence of a with- 
drawal of Soviet troops." 

After meeting with the Baltic 
representatives. Baker met with 
former Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze, who resigned in 


December after warning against 
an impending dictatorship. 

Shevardnadze, after the meet- 
ing, said he still feared a dicta- 
torship. 

“Yes, there is still this danger.” 
he said, adding that Gorbachev 
al<a> has said, that if the govern- 
ment cannot achieve what it set 
out to do, “there will be chaos.” 

On Friday night. Baker dined 
with radical reformers and lead- 
ers of other separatist Soviet re- 
publics, including the fiercely in- 
dependent president of Georgia, 
Zviad Gamsakhurdia. Baker said 
he was not interfering in Soviet 
politics, although he said the U.S. 
administration would expand its 
contacts with his guests. 

At a news conference after 
meeting with Gorbachev. Baker 
said the Soviet leader told him 
negotiators had been appointed 
to hold talks with Baltic leaders. 
At least 22 people were killed in 
January in Lithuania and Latvia 
at the hands of Soviet troops as 
the republics continued to exer- 
cise their secessionist policies. 

Baker also met with Foreign 
Minister Alexander Bessmert- 
nykh. 

He said that in his previous 
meeting with Bessmertnykh. In 
Washington in January, “tensions 
were very high.” This time, be 
said, they talked about develop- 
ing a “process or mechanism... to 
lead to a peaceful resolution and 
to negotiation and dialogue.” 

“It seems to me that steps have 
been taken to develop such a 
process and mechanism. Furth- 
ermore. steps have been taken to 
defuse tensions by withdrawing 
some forces from Lithuania 
and... Latvia as well,” .Baker 
said. 

On other Soviet domestic 
issues. Baker registered sym- 


pathy for Gorbachev's uphill 
effort to reform the economy, 
and said the problems were tied 
to the political situation in the 
country. 

He and the United States sup- 
ports Gorbachev's efforts to con- 
tinue reform, both toward “poli- 
tical pluralism and economic re- 
form toward a free market goal at 
some point." 

Baker pronounced the state of 
U.S.-Soviet relations as on the 
upswing following the Gulf war. 

Baker, however, failed to 
break a stalemate on arms control 
treaties with the Soviet Union. ■ 

The stalemate involves a treaty 
signed by 22 nations in November 
to make historic cutbacks in 
troops, tanks and other non- 
nuclear forces across Europe and 
a long-delayed treaty to reduce 
U.S. and Soviet long-range nuc- 
lear missiles by about 30 per cent. 

Baker said none of the prob- 
lems in carryirtg out the Conven- 
tional Forces in Europe (CFE) 
treaty had been resolved. And. 
he said, there was no substantive 
movement on the strategic arms 
reduction treaty. 

The TASS news agency said, 
“the Soviet side outlined new 
proposals allowing to resolve the 
existing problems.” But. TASS 
said, ‘The secretary of state said 
he was not satisfied with the 
proposals.” 

Baker said a U.S. -Soviet sum- 
mit, which was supposed to be 
held last month, would not be 
rescheduled until the START 
treaty was finished. Unsettled 
issues include procedures for 
monitoring Soviet production of 
solid-rocket fuel and assembly 
plants, and how much informa- 
tion from missile tests would be 
exchanged. 


Gorbachev’s future linked to 
outcome of union referendum 


MOSCOW (R) — The Kremlin 
has summoned 200 million 
citizens this weekend to vote on 
changing the shape of the Soviet 
Union, in a referendum that 
could also affect the future of 
President Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Whatever the outcome of the 
poll, Soviet and foreign analysts 
believe it is unlikely to offer more 
than a breathing space to the 
beleaguered leader in the face of 
a mounting social and political 
crisis. 

With the country’s 15 republics 
increasingly asserting their inde- 
pendence against the central 


Soviet administration, Gor- 
bachev called Sunday’s vote as 
part of a bid to prevent the 
collapse of the vast state. 

In a televised appeal Friday 
night, the 60-year-old president 
who has changed the face of the 
once monolithic Communist soci- 
ety called for a massive "yes” to 
the key question in the referen- 
dum: 

“Do you think it necessary to 
preserve the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics as a renewed 
federation of equal sovereign re- 
publics in which human rights and 
liberties will be fully guaranteed 


for all nationalities?” 

There seems little doubt that a 
majority of those who turn out on 
Sunday will give a positive 
answer, but opinion surveys sug- 
gest the total “yes” vote could be 
well under 50 per cent of reg- 
istered electors. 

Such an outcome, according to 
a Moscow City Communist Party 
document quoted this weekend 
by the independent news agency 
Interfax, could have “especially 
grave consequences for the re- 
ferendum's initiators" — a dear 
reference to Gorbachev. 


China criticises Taiwan reunification plan 


PEKING (AP) — China has criti- 
cised a reunification plan adopted 
in Taiwan, saying it gets un- 
reasonable conditions that will 
delay efforts to unite Chinese, an 
official report said Saturday. 

The Xinhua News Agency said 
a government spokesman “ex- 
pressed the hope chat the Taiwan 
authorities would make fewer 
empty remarks and do more parc- 
tical things" to promote reuni- 
fication. Xinhua did not indentify 
the offidal who made the com- 
ments in an interview with the 
news agency. 

The offidal said the program- 
me “sets some unreasonable con- 
ditions for artifidally delaying" 
exchanges and visits between offi- 
cials of Taiwan and China. 


On Thursday, the National 
Unification Council in Taiwan 
adopted a three-phase program- 
me for reunification that calls for 
economic reforms by China, in- 
creased trade and other links, 
and, finally talks on a united 
China. 

The package went one step 
further than previous reunifica- 
tion proposals in Taiwan by call- 
ing for each side to recognise the 
other as political entities. 

The 31-member coundl is led 
by President Lee Teng-Hui and 
consists of government leaders, 
lawmakers and scholars. 

China’s rejection of the prog- 
ramme had been expected be- 
cause officials in Peking want 


direct links without any new con- 
ditions. 

Taiwan’s Nationalist govern- 
ment fled to the island in 1949 
after losing a civil war to the 
Communists on the mainland. 
Both Peking and Taipei still claim 
to be the legitimate rulers of all 
China. 

Meanwhile China plans to set 
up more military training bases 
for students to instill patriotic 
fervour and Socialist values in 
young people, official news re- 
ports said Saturday. 

Chinese officials have stressed 
the ideological work of the Com- 
munist Party since the Democra- 
cy Movement that was crushed by 
the military in June 1989. 


Irregularities discovered in El Salvador elections 


SAN SALVADOR (Agencies) 
— As El Salvador's election 
counting ground into its fifth day 
with no final results, observers 
said serious election irregularities 
had been discovered. 

Election officials, political par- 
ties and international observers 
said the irregularities included 
stuffing ballot boxes, illegally 
barring eligible voters, and des- 
troying valid votes. 

"Clearly the irregularities add 
up to a very serious level ... there 
have clearly been isolated cases 
of straight fraud, and there are 
also all the products of maladmi- 
nistration." David Browning, an 
official British election observer, 
told journalists. 

i He said no one doubted the 
ruling rightist party Nationalist 
Republican Alliance (ARENA) 
had won the majority of votes, 
but its majority in the newlv- 
expanded 84-seat National 
Assembly appeared in doubt. 

U.S. embassy sources esti- 
mated Friday that ARENA 
would win 39 to 41 seats in the 
assembly, the Christian Demo- 
crats 24 to 26, the leftist Demo- 
cratic Converence eight to 11 and 
the ARENA-allied National 
Conciliation Party six to eight. 
The Communist Nationalist 
Democratic Alliance Party was 
estimated at one to two seats. 

An estimated 50 to 60 per cent 
of the 2.2 million Salvadoreans 
eligible to vote went to the polls 
last Sunday to choose 84 deputies 
for the National Assembly and 
mayors in 262 municipalities, un- 
official estimates show. 

Ruben Zamora, leader of the 


Democratic Convergence, ac- 
cused ARENA and election au- 
thorities Wednesday of mounting 
a “brutal fraud" to deny his 
coalition votes. ARENA and the 
elections council denied the 
charges. 

The Convergence retains links 
with the Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front guer- 
'riila movement, which has fought 
a civil war for the past 11 years 
against successive U.S.-backed 
governments. 

Official complete final results 
were not expected until Monday. 

Meanwhile last-minute dis- 
putes have held up an agreement 
among three top political parties 
that was to have opened the way 
to ending the tl-year-old civil 
war, political sources say. 

President Alfredo Cristiani’s 
announcement of the accord, 
which involved a method for 
purging and reforming the armed 
forces, had been planned for Fri- 
day, the sources said. His speech 
was cancelled because a leftist 
party refused, for the time being, 
to sign the agreement. 

Overhaul of the military, which 
has been accused of judicial im- 
punity and systematic violation of 
human rights for decades, has 
been the most difficult issue in 
1 1-month-old U.N. -mediated 
peace talks. 

Several sources who took pan 
in drafting the agreement said it 
was reached in meeting the past 
few months among members of 
ARENA the Christian Democra- 
tic Party and the Democratic 
Convergence. 

The three parties — rightist. 


centrist and leftist, respectively 
— represent about 90 per cent of 
the electorate. Their agreement 
on how to surmount the principal 
obstacle to peace was considered 
unprecedented and its imple- 
mentation would have been vir- 
tually assured. 

“There is an accord among the 
three main political forces on 
demilitarisation of society," said 
Fidel Chavez Mena, head of the 
Christian Democratic Party and 
one of the three men who signed 
the document. The agreement 
was leaked to several foreign 
correspondents this week. 

Chavez Mena refused further 
comment on the document. But 
two other politicians who took 
part confirmed it was the final 
draft of the accord and awaited 
only a ceremonial signing by 
Chavez Mena, ARENA chief 
Armando Calderon Sol and 
Democratic Convergence leader 
Ruben Zamora. 

Political and U.N. sources said 
Chavez and Zamora had planned 
to travel this week to New York 
to present the agreement to U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar. From there the politi- 
cians were to travel to Mexico to 
present to leaders of the insur- 
gent army, according to the 
sources. 

The pact was to have been 
announced amid fanfare Friday at 
the presidential palace, according 
to the sources, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, citing the 
accord's political sensitivity. 

The Christian Democrats, who 
ruled from 1984 to 1989 and 
comprise the second-largest poli- 


tical party, declined to sign the 
agreement — which had been 
ready for two or three weeks — 
before last weekend's legislative 
and municipal elections, accord- 
ing to one source. They insisted 
on the delay to keep the break- 
through from helping the gov- 
erning party in the elections, 
according to die source. 

The Christian Democrats were 
ready to sign the day after the 
vote. But then problems arose 
with the Democratic Converg- 
ence. 

The leftist alliance made a 
good showing, according to pre- 
liminary returns, but it reported 
attempted fraud in the vote 
counting. Returns from only 
three of El Salvador's 14 depart- 
ments were available by Friday — 
a full five days after the voting. 

Sources said Zamora was balk- 
ing at signing the pact partly to 
use it as leverage to ensure satis- 
factory solution of his coalition’s 
vote-count complaints. 

He also wanted to give the new 
directorate of one of the coalition 
members, the National Revolu- 
tionary Movement, time to study 
the agreement. 

Guillermo Ungo, who headed 
the National Revolutionary 
Movement, died of heart failure 
on Feb. 28. Ungo had been the 
country’s -most prominent leftist 
poltirian for the past two decades 
and was key to elaborating the 
accord. 

The civil war between rebels 
and a succession of U.S.-backed 
governments has killed an esti- 
mated 75.000 people since 1979. 



Canadian minister 
quits after airport 
gun joke 

OTTAWA (R) — Canada’s 
housing minister has resigned af- 
ter security guards detained him 
at Ottawa Airport when he joked 
about a gun in luggage . his office 
said. “I deeply regret that inci- 
dent.” the minister. Alan Red- 
way. said, promising full assist- 
ance to police investigating the 
incident. Canadian airports carry 
signs warning airline passengers 
that making jokes about bombs, 
firearms, or hijackings is an off- 
ence. Redway, 40, who repre- 
sents a Toronto constituency, had 
been housing minister since Janu- 
ary 1989. Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney said in a letter to Red- 
way that “under the circumst- 
ance, I have recommended ... 
your resignation from the minis- 
try, effective immediately.” 

Some doctors back 
euthanasia law 

SEATTLE (R) — Nearly half of 
the doctors in Washington state 
support a measure that could 
make it the first U.S. state to 
legalise euthanasia, according to 
an opinion poll released Friday. 
The state's Medical Association 
said 543 of the 1.105 respondents 
supported a controversial “death 
with dignity” initiative noil* be- 
fore the Washington legislature. 
The initiative, which will be sub- * 
mitted to voters in a referendum 
in November, would permit doc- 
tors to help terminally ill patients 
take their lives. The measure 
defines terminal illness and out- 
lines some of the types of medical 
intervention that could be with- 
drawn to help a patient commit 
suicide. _ 

Shop rents 
briefcases to help 
weather recession 

BOSTON (AP) — Budding ex- 
ecutives can take heart if they 
can’t afford a status briefcase, 
one store here is renting out the 
attaches for the affluent. London 
Harness Co., a downtown empor- 
ium thar boasts its 1776 founding 
makes it the oldest retail store in 
America, is using a newfangled 
strategy to woo customers to its 
decidedly traditional merchan- 
dise. London Harness is targetting • 
college kids out for their first 
interview, and corporate climbers 
looking to dazzle the bigwigs. 
Lender the. plan, a S950 hand- 
crafted leather attache rents for 
about $39 a day. That’s 4 per cent 
of the selling price, plus and a 
hefty deposit. It's just the latest in 
a series of innovative marketing 
strategies for staying afloat £ 
through one of the worst reces- 
sions to hit the area in decades. 
"One of the statistics about the 
recession that doesn’t get much 
attention is the fact 75 per cent of 
the people out of work are white 
collar,” said store owner John 
McManmon. “A lot of people are 
interviewing and might not want 
to spring for a S500 bag." If the 
interview goes well, that renter 
might become a buyer, McMan- 
mon said. The rental fees can be 
put toward purchase. Ranging in 
price from S150 to S950, "the 
all-leather handmade cases come 
in traditonal box styles or the 
sleeker, more modern designs. 

Fawlty towers 
hotel gutted in fire 

LONDON (R) — The hotel used 
for filming external shots of the 
popular British comedy series 
Fawlty Towers, which has been 
distributed worldwide, has been 
gutted by fire. The 40-bedroom 
hotel, which was reduced to a 
shell by the blaze, became a 
tourist attraction after it was used 
in the filming of the series, in 
which comedian John Cleese 
played the part of an accident- 
prone* hotel manager. The 40- 
bedroom hotel in Buckingham- 
shire. west of London, had been 
empty for three years. 

Festival highlights 
Menotti, Mozart 

ROME (AP) — The annual fes- ^ 
rival of two worlds at Spoleto this 
summer will open and close with 
works by its founder, Gian carlo 
Menotti, who will turn 80 during 
the festival. Opening night wilJ 
see the European premier of 
Italo-American composer's 
Goya, an opera based on the life 
Oi the Spanish romantic painter, 
according to the schedule. The 
traditional closing concert in the 
square in front of the Umbrian 
mlltown’s medieval cathedral will 
include Menotti's mass Oh Patai- 
tudo and his cantata Muoio Per£% 
che Non Muoio, as well as^ 
Mozart’s Ave Verum, Menotti 
said in an interview with tile 
Italian News Agency (ANSA). 







